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MUSIC MINISTRY  
Dear Members and Friends, 
  
We have felt welcomed and so appreciated as we look back on these last five months together as music director 
and organist.  Many of you are so affirming each week with kind words and thanks to choir members as well.  
The choirs have felt a wonderful sense of purpose and together with our Pastor we have all been blessed by the 
worship experiences.  Diane and I would like to thank you for that and for this opportunity to share some of our 
thoughts. 
  
In looking back at the months since December, we feel proud of many accomplishments including a complete 
reorganization of the music libraries, the robe room relocation (with a fresh new color and more accessible 
traffic flow) and the music office relocation with fresh paint and some custom bookcases designed and built by 
Mr. Christie.  We are enjoying these spaces in a new and more efficient way. When we hosted the First 
Reformed Church of Pompton Plains for a rehearsal, we were proud to have the robe room open with 
refreshments.  Many commented on the lovely decor as well as our hospitality.  That extra rehearsal was a new 
idea and well-received (over 20 attended from their choir and 19 from ours) which led to a most successful and 
moving worship service as we blended our choirs on Good Friday here at PRC.  All in attendance that evening 
truly experienced the depths of despair as we echoed the footsteps of Jesus in readings and song.  
  
The choirs have embraced our rehearsal style. I try to plan new and varied experiences to keep the time 
important as well as spirit-filled. One evening we listened meditatively to Ben Harper as he sang, "Blessed to 
Be a Witness" another evening we listened to a hauntingly beautiful arrangement of "Somewhere over the 
Rainbow" as we practiced some yoga-type breathing.  With each new level of learning and building the music, 
the choir has remained open-minded and trusting and has risen to the task.   As a result, we have been able to 
broaden the selections of music each week. The selections that became most important for Lent; many of them 
written by our colleague Craig Courtney, were of such an advanced level, we prayerfully went about our 
preparations and by raising our expectations of ourselves we were successful. The emotions that we tried to 
guide through Holy Week were evident on the faces of all at worship those final services.  For that, we are most 
grateful.  
  
We have some new plans and innovative ideas we are passionate about and we will add them to the June 
Newsletter.  We feel that a vibrant music program coordinated with the spoken word so beautifully translated to 
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us by our pastor is the combination that fills the worship needs of people. Together with your help and prayers, 
we can achieve much. 
  
In closing, I would like to mention that the Summer will be different in many ways.  The choirs will take a well-
earned break from their weekly commitment.  We will have fewer staff meetings and worship will have a 
lighter, more relaxed feel musically. While we all need to renew and recharge, rest assured that much will still 
be going on behind the scenes. I will be researching and previewing new anthems, making selections and 
ordering music keeping in mind that Advent is just around the corner once the Fall Season begins. I hope to 
attend the Shawnee Press Workshop at a college in Pennsylvania once again at the beginning of August.  This is 
an incredible opportunity to meet with and be in music clinics led by the very musicians writing a majority of 
our sacred music today.  We sing through their newest compositions as a choir of approximately 300! They 
offer clinics on everything from conducting and interpretation as well as advanced accompaniment techniques 
and changing the tonal sound of a "less than on-key" choir! (Thank goodness I don't have to attend THAT 
workshop!)  Diane and I will be at worship separately this summer as we will share the weeks each taking 7 of 
the 14 (June through Labor Day.)  Thank you for spiriting us to take our musicianship to the next level on 
behalf of our Heavenly Father.  May we all continue to be blessed so richly by our time together at Pompton 
Reformed Church. 
  
Because of Him, 
Patti and Diane  
  
PS...You can listen to Ben Harper singing, "Blessed to Be A Witness" on youtube.com 
His reference to "Corcovado" is the mountain overlooking Brazil that supports the 125-ft.high stone carving of 
Jesus with His outstretched arms. One of the newly proclaimed wonders of the world. Magnificent! 
 

Mark your calendars for Vacation Bible School.  It is going to be held from  
July 28th through August 1st.  If you are interested in helping please see Liz Hanisch. 
 

Mark your calendars October 4, 2008 is the Autumnfest.  
Preparations are in the beginning stages.  We are in need of a few 
assistants with some helpful hints.  Please contact Nancy Porter.  
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CHURCH TALENTS… 
Something to think about this Memorial Day 

 
It is not about the start of summer  
It is not about another three-day weekend 
It is about the sacrifices made yesterday, today and yes tomorrow 
By the soldier, the sailor, the airman, marine and coast guardsman 
Monuments are wonderful, so are parades, but a simple Thank you will do 
All we ask is that you stand proud shoulder to shoulder with us as  
We remember our fallen comrades, as we salute the flag that flies over the 
America we love and have sworn to protect.  
We are farmers, factory workers and office workers that left our families, friends;  
to Remember the Maine, Avenge Pearl Harbor, Patrol the DMZ, move carefully through the hot, steamy jungles 
of Vietnam and bare the searing desert heat of Iraq to bring freedom from terrorism. We are ordinary people 
who do extra ordinary things, we are not perfect but we ask you look beyond our faults and shortcomings and 
remember Freedom Is Not Free.  
 
A MOTHER IS GOD'S GIFT TO HER CHILDREN 
  by Helen Gioia 
Mother's Day is coming up soon. The poem below by Virginia McPheeters reminded me of all the feelings in my heart for 
my Mom. When I was a very little girl she took me with her to each job she worked to support us kids,---at a laundry where 
I played in the very large laundry baskets, at a fish store where I played in the sawdust on the floor as my Mom filleted fish 
and in the hallways of a building where she scrubbed the steps. The love of my Mother made me the person I am today. I 
feel her love everyday. I remember my Mom holding my hand when I was so little. I remember looking up at her and 
seeing all the love she had for me and my sisters and brother in her eyes. I remember Mom turning our coats inside out 
and sewing them to look like new. I remember her repairing the heels and soles on our shoes when they were worn out. I 
remember when she cooked chocolate pudding for us ---our very special treat.  I remember my Mom with so much love in 
my heart for her and, I will always remember all the love she gave to me. A Mother is God's gift to her children. 
  

MY MOTHER'S LOVE  - 
by Virginia McPheeters 

  
                                                                There is no other love so tender, 
                                                                There is no hand so gentle and kind, 
                                                                There is no heart so understanding, 
                                                                As that dear, sweet mother of mine. 
  
                                                                No matter that life rushes onward, 
                                                                That things seem ever to change; 
                                                                No matter the time or the distance, 
                                                                My mother's love is the same. 
  
                                                                Whenever the way seems lonely, 
                                                                When burdens are heavy to bear 
                                                                My heart finds solace and comfort 
                                                                Remembering my mother's care. 
                                
                                                                Her own special care still surrounds me, 
                                                                Though she now lives in Heaven above; 
                                                                Each day my heart finds a blessing 
                                                                Through my mother's great gift of love.  
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WE'LL BE TOGETHER AGAIN 
by Helen Gioia 

A month ago I lost my precious pet, Red. I loved him so very much. My vet sent me a card with The Rainbow Bridge 
written in it. The words brought tears to my eyes. After reading it I knew I'd see Red again. Here are the words in case 
you've never read them before.  
  
                                                        THE RAINBOW BRIDGE 
                             Just this side of Heaven lies the Rainbow Bridge. 
                           When a beloved pet dies, it goes to the Rainbow Bridge. 
                       It makes friends with other animals and frolics over rolling hills and  
                       peaceful lush meadows of green. Our pets do not thirst or hunger. 
                       The old and sick become young once more; the maimed and the ill  
                       become healed and strong. They are as healthy and playful as we  
                       remember them in days gone by. Though happy and content, they  
                       still miss someone very special, someone they had to leave behind. 
                       Together, the animals chase and play, but the day comes when a pet 
                       will suddenly stop and look into the distance ------bright eyes intent,  
                       eager body quivering. Suddenly recognizing you, your pet bounds  
                       quickly across the green fields and into your embrace. 
                       You celebrate in joyous reunion. You will never again separate. 
                       Happy tears and kisses are warm and plentiful, your hands caress 
                       the face you missed. You look once more into the loving eyes of your 
                       pet and know that you never really parted. You realize that though out 
                       of sight, your love had been remembered. And, now, you cross the  
                       Rainbow Bridge together.  
 

Consistory Roundtable of Thanks for April 
 

 ◄Chuck Gioia for his help with the Pasta Dinner. Even though his term as 
Deacon ended in 2007 he still was shopping and preparing food to make the 

dinner a success. 
 

 ◄Roben Roon for her continued work in preparing displays, arranging books, 
keeping records, and ordering new materials for the church library. 

 
  ◄All our Sunday School teachers who devote time from September through May 

to further the Christian education of our children. 
 
 

Sabbatical Pulpit Supply for May 
 

 May 4 - Rev. James Knol, chaplain at the Christian Health Care Center in 
Wyckoff. He will be preaching again on June 8. 

 
 May 11 - Danny Iverson from Trinity Reformed Church in Newark. This is 

Pentecost Sunday and our Confirmation Class will be received as new members. 
 

  May 18 - Rev. Bill Faulkner, chaplain at the Christian Health Care Center 
in Wyckoff. He will be preaching again on June 22. 
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  May 25 - Walter Howard from Trinity Reformed Church is currently scheduled 
for this date, but this is subject to change. The church bulletin will 

provide notice if he moves to a different date. 
 

 
 
Dear PRC family 
 
My thanks to all my Christian brothers and sisters at PRC for the prayers and calls during my stay in the hospital.  Special 
thanks to Pastor Tom and Mary for their visits and prayers for healing.  Also, special thanks to Maureen, Madge and 
Warren Schlapfer and Dick Christie for Blenda's transportation to and from the hospital. 
  
Thank you to the lengthy number of friends whose visits furnished happy conversation as well as all the phone calls, cards 
and prayers.   I truly believe that prayer is an important factor in my recovery.  I'm afraid of missing a name or two so I 
won't name everyone, you know and the Lord knows, who you are. 
  
Thank you all for the Christian love and fellowship. 
  
Yours in Christ 
  
Allan Ball 
 

 
Given by     In Memory of   Designation 

                        Glenn & Stacy Boss                 Alf & Margaret Lockwood               Undesignated 
                        Lara Boss                          Lynn & Albert                          Undesignated 
                        Janet Pellington                     Roberta Martin                             Deacons' Fund 
                        Bruce & Susan Davis      Roberta Martin                          Undesignated 
                        Ella Campbell                Roberta Martin                            Endowment Fund 
                        Betty & Jo-Ann Sisco               Roberta Martin                                 Undesignated 
                        Kevin & Lorna Carroll             Ann Florance                                    Bell Choir 
                        Eleanor Haling       In Honor of                                   Building Improvement Fund 
                                                                         Jennifer Van Aken's birthday   

New books will be coming soon!  One of the books ordered is “It’s All About Him” by 
Denise Jackson – country singer Alan Jackson’s wife.  Our business manager, Maureen Cueman, has read this 
book and highly recommended it for our church library.  We will also be getting a book on becoming a great 
Sunday School teacher – for those teachers who don’t think they are! 
         Michele MacDonald has donated children’s books to our library.  Thank you Michele!!! 
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Elder On Call 
 

Each week the church bulletin lists the Elder on Call, giving his/her telephone number. During 

the time of Pastor Tom’s sabbatical we want to encourage you to call us if a situation arises that 

you would like to discuss and/or have us pray about with you. The Elder on Call is also 

assigned to be available to assist the pulpit supply preachers each week and is usually found in 

Fellowship Hall for a while after each service. Please do not feel that we are only available for 

crisis situations. It is our desire to support you spiritually to the best of our ability. If you are 

more comfortable calling your regularly assigned elder that is fine. There will be times when we 

will reach out to other elders who may be in a better position to address your need, particularly 

for hospital visitation. Pastor Tom gave the elders and Maureen lists of other local pastors who 

can be contacted in case of emergency or situations that require special training.  The following 

list gives the Sunday when we begin our week of being on call, as well as our normal 

alphabetical assignment. 

May 4 Jo-Ann Sisco  (T-V) 973-835-3508 

May 11 Kim Lampe (C-D)  973-907-7963 

May 18 Elaine Peacock (H-J) 973-839-5476 

May 25 Cas Stark (K-M)  973-835-2953 

June 1 Michael DeBlock (A-B) 973-831-7856 

June 8 Lynda Amels (N-R) 973-831-9817 

June 15 Barbara Pierce (E-G) 973-697-6758 

June 22 Terry Terhune (W-Z) 973-835-6982 

June 29 Pat Gordon (S)  973-835-8389 
 

Our Vision 

"Building a church where every person knows Jesus, and believes he or she can make a difference 
for Jesus' sake." 
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From the Finance Committee 
 
The Finance Committee provides the following information about PRC’s financial health, which compares our 
actual financial results for the first quarter of 2008 (January, February and March) with budgeted expectations: 
 
            For the three months 
           ending March 31, 2008 
 
       Actual    Budget 
 
During the first quarter of 2008, the gifts 
 received from the congregation for 
 budgeted needs totaled   $72,361  $  82,340 
 
We also received additional monies from other 
 sources such as property rents, cemetery 
 income, and other sources of     22,858      22,908 
 
For total first quarter receipts of   $95,219  $105,248 
 
We used these funds for the following costs: 
 
Salaries and benefits for our staff   $54,188  $  55,449 
Maintenance of our buildings and grounds        3,543        6,750 
Utility costs such as gas/electricity/water/phones   14,425      19,150 
Assessments from our classis and denomination      6,840        6,840 
Support of mission activities        6,629        7,240 
Insurance for our properties and workers      2,830        2,400 
Educational programs for our children/adults        382        1,350 
Office expenses for paper/postage and other services    2,000        1,927  
Miscellaneous costs in many other areas      2,434        2,510  
 
For total first quarter expenses of              $93,271  $103,616 
 
Resulting in an excess of receipts over expenses of   $  1,948 
 
 
We hope that this information is helpful.  As certain costs are budgeted and/or expected to increase later this 
year, we pray that the congregation will increase its level of giving so that important ministry causes and 
programs can be maintained.  
 

 Judy Dickinson            Carole Romaine            Joan Merecky 
                      Jennifer Van Aken 
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 June newsletter deadline is May 16th.  Please send submissions to 
Samoa70@nac.net with PRC in the subject line or leave them in the newsletter mailbox.  Make 
sure all submissions are signed in case of questions.   
Thanks, Liz Hanisch 
 
 
  


