
Members and Friends,

When you see
and listen to the news, you
find out, if you do not
know it personally, that the
world economy is in rough
shape; the materialistic
dimension of Christmas,
we are told, will find us all

spending much less than we have in the
past as we tighten our belts and prepare
for tough times.

Since we are human, Christians,
too, participate in the down turns of the
world.  If life got materially better for all
who became true Christians, you could not
build enough churches to accommodate
the crowds coming to worship each Lord’s
Day.

Because we participate in the
real world with its justice and injustice, its
feasts and famines, we are encouraged by
Paul to always pray for good government
[note: not pray for governments that are
good (i.e. we like them), but pray that
governments will do well by their people
resulting in peaceful, quiet, godly and
dignified living].  This we do at
Thanksgiving and we continue to do at
Christmas and we ought to do at all times.
See 1 Timothy 2:1-4.  So it is just fine to
pray for a healthy world economy.

But Christmas reminds us that
the ultimate source of peace and quiet,
godliness and dignity, is not human
government, but the Messiah, the Christ-
Child, upon whose shoulders the
governing of all rests: “Glory to God in the
highest heaven, and on earth peace
among those whom he favors” (Luke 2:14).

Christmas turns our eyes away
from the “things of earth” that grow, as the
hymn says, “strangely dim” (Turn Your Eyes
Upon Jesus) and leads us to re-acquire
what is important: to give glory to God and
receive the peace he brings with the
Messiah.   Blessed Christmas to you all!
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