The

Members and Friends,

A new and old look in The

Companion masthead: at

the left is architect Charles

Collen’s original drawing of
the then future church. This intentionally
modest building - cathedral designs were
also presented but rejected -- has just been
added to the NYS historic register and is
on its way to the National Register of
Historic Places. The simple, intimate
beauty of its sanctuary makes it an ever-
effective worship space.

Going into a church does not
make anyone a true worshiper of God any
more than walking into a hospital turns a
person into a physician. As Jesus
explained to the Samaritan woman,
worship is made neither sincere nor true by
the building in which it occurs (John 4).
Nevertheless, sacred place and space are
not irrelevant to worship. How important
the tangible is can be seen when God
follows through with the rescue of Israel
from Egypt by designing the first Hebrew
House of Worship, the Wilderness
Tabernacle. “Make this tabernacle and all
its furnishings exactly like the pattern | will
show you.” (Exodus 25:9).

So we are most blessed with our
sacred space that affects all five senses.

Let us use this very special worship place
to develop inward worship that is both
sincere and full of truth. When we do,
Jesus tells us, we will find out something
perhaps unexpected, even startling — that it
is just such worshipers that God himself
seeks! In worship we discover that the
God we seek, is seeking us!

Faith, hope and love,




