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Our First Monthly Communion: World
Communion Sunday,  October 6

On October we will have World Communion Sunday as we do
every year, but this year it will begin something new as we join so many other
denominations in serving the Lord’s Supper on the first Sunday of every
month. Please note this on your calendars!

WCS originated on the first Sunday of October in the Presbyterian
Church (USA) in 1936. From the beginning, it was desired that other
denominations would join in.

The Department of Evangelism of the Federal Council of Churches
(predecessor to the National Council of Churches) first associated with
‘World Wide Communion Sunday’ (its old name) in 1940 when the
department’s executive secretary, Jesse Bader, led in its extension to a
number of churches throughout the world.

WCS is the traditional communion service of each denomination,
but with special emphasis on the unity of the Body of Christ -- past and
present, around the universe and in Heaven – all appearances to the contrary
not withstanding!

This Friday: Women’s “Faith-Talk” Starts-Up

“Faith Talk,” a women’s discussion group, begins meeting on
Fridays at 1:00 – 3:00PM, at the home of Anne Hartwell beginning October 5. 
Join this Bible study group to get to know other members of your church
family.  This year the talk will focus on Job, who earns our respect by his
sacrifice, patience, and ability to press on in spite of hardship and injustice. 
How can we use Job’s example to help us deal with our own frustration, pain
and failure?   Let’s learn from the life of this hero.  We will use Charles
Swindoll’s book Job – A Man Of Heroic Endurance.  Call  Betty Bakker (462-
7385) or Anne Hartwell (485-7231) to get a copy of this book and to get
directions to Anne’s home.

W NS at ‘Autumn in the Park’, Oct. 20
by Sarah Orlando, WNS Director

We’re open and loving it!
WNS has 56 pupils currently enrolled and is receiving phone calls on

a daily basis with questions regarding our program and the 10 openings that
remain.  There is also a growing interest in a possible January 3’s program.  

The teachers worked very hard through the month of September to
help the students become acquainted with each other and the school staff. 
They are busy planning for the Fall Festival and the annual pumpkin picking trip
to Secor’s Farm.  

The first parent group meeting was a huge success!  So many
interested and helping parents.  We are blessed. The group is currently
planning for our ‘Autumn in the Park’ fundraiser which will be held on
October 20th from 12:00 - 4:00 PM.   We are collecting donations for the giant
raffle and have sign ups for baked goods and help on the big day.  Raffle tickets
are on sale now with chances to win gift certificates to nearby stores and
restaurants, jewelry, centerpieces, and more.  We count on you being there
to have fun with the kids and support our school and our community!!

Dear Members and Friends,

What a great time we had preaching at Hopewell Reformed
and, from what you all say, what a great time you had with
the folks from Hopewell Reformed!  Do you know our young
people with Lou Nielsen join each year with Hopewell in
special events and retreats?  It is a grace-filled relationship
(which extends to Fishkill and New Hackensack) and it is

fitting to celebrate 250 years of joint ministry!  There is another daughter-
church relationship which we honor: Arlington Reformed – approaching 100
years!  It is important for the health of all five churches that our inter-
dependence be maintained and honored.  

In that regard I share what I preached on at Hopewell: “Singing In
the Rain: The Poughkeepsie Reformed Revival of 1813.”  Cornelius Culver,
pictured here, came to Poughkeepsie in 1809, right out of
seminary.  By 1813 he was totally dejected.  The 40
parishioners began to pray and pray...to literally weep and
pray...hundreds emerged to suffer together in
prayer....from once a week, to every night, numbering
eventually 600 a week in houses and in churches.  But that
was not what they were after – just gathering to pray. 
Their faith-life was devoid of the joy of amazing grace. 
Then the wide world around began to show up to see what
was happening in this church and the lost of that wide world were found by
our reconciling Lord and grace and joy overcame them and the once sorrow-
filled congregation began to smile seeing the healing power of God. When
Pastor Cornelius was 50 (1833) he decided he no longer had the energy
needed by his large church family.  Pastoring over 1400 had become too
much.  He moved on to his second and last parish.  He left behind a
powerful church and, more than that, several powerful churches --  the
revival which began under his ministry had spread to the other churches of
the city and they had grown substantially.  

Revivals take spiritual hunger and faith-based hope.  May both be
yours and mine in the months ahead.  

Faith, hope and love, 

During worship, Sept. 23, Vice-president of Consistory (and choir member) Chris Altavilla received a
proclamation and banner (not shown, but now hanging in the sanctuary) from John Young, vice-
president of the Consistory of the Hopewell Reformed Church, in celebration of the Poughkeepsie
church’s joint effort with Fishkill Reformed to establish the Hopewell church 250 years ago.  They
shared a minister to make it happen,  the Rev. Isaac Rysdyck.  Rev. Taylor Holbrook, senior pasor of
the Hopewell Reformed Church, sits in the background.  Rev. Holbrook preached Rev. Rysdyck’s
sermon “Christ Is Our Peace.” During this event, Rev. Geehan was at the Hopewell Church
preaching on lessons of the 1813 revival at Poughkeepsie Reformed.  Celebration cakes were at
both churches for coffee hour.



Jack and
(Brass)
Friends
Tower Music
Concert
October 21,
2007:
3:30 P.M.

You hear Jack Davis every Sunday; you applaud
after the postlude. But that gives you only an
inking of what is to be heard on October 21, 3:30
p.m. -- the TMS event of the year!

Brass Ensemble:
Trumpets:  James Paradies

                                James Faure
Trombones:  Herb Volberg

                                    Clay Hughes
Field Drum:  David Smith
Conductor:  Dr. Laura Ramsay Russell
Organist:  John A. Davis, Jr.

Music will include organ and trumpet solos, as
well as the Dupré  “Poème Héroïque” for
organ and the ensemble.  Other music is by
Widor, Buxtehude, Mozart and Gigout .

Youth Groups: 
New Times, New
Helpers

Both the Junior and Senior Youth
Groups  have been meeting since the first
week of school, now during the same time
block –  every Wednesday from 6:30-8:30
p.m. The groups are lead by Lou Neilsen and
assisted by Debbie Bozcyzko and Mark
Luby . There are 10-12 youth discussing

RELATIONSHIPS (not boy/girl relationships
but relationships in general). What does it
mean to be in relationship? 

Each week groups cover a letter of
the word ‘R E L A T I O N S H I P’ and an
associated skill.  For example,  

R = RESPECT and RESPONSIBILITY,
skill: Listening. 

The theme of each night is shared
through games, role play, discussions, poetry,
and Bible study.  In addition to the topic of
the evening the teens enjoy music, snacks and
most importantly the company and
camaraderie of fellow Christians who are
their peers.  They LOVE being at Youth
Group!

Lou Nielsen has 2 helpers this year.
Debbie Bozcyzko, one of the moms, and
Mark Luby, a former youth group member
and a member of the Volunteer Fire
Department in Pleasant Valley. Lou says: “a
really wonderful young adult.” 

Sunday School and
Nursery: Big Adaptations
by Tammy Foster

Sunday School is up and running with a
new program for this year.  The program is a one-
room-school program designed to work with
children in grades K-7.  The way we are currently
working, all the children (including our Junior
group) begin the morning in Case Chapel.  As a
large group we share a game, a story, a song and a
prayer.  Next we divide into 3 groups. The
Primary group  is made up of 6 eager and
enthusiastic children in grades K-2.  The
Intermediate group  consists of 7 children in
grades 5-7.  These two groups work on games,
discussions and projects that relate to the story of
the day.  The activities are varied and age
appropriate.  Stephanie Holt teaches the
Intermediate group each week. We are inviting
parents to help with primary group.  Parents,
please let us know when you will be able to join
us.  We have the materials, the directions and
eager kids!  We can provide as much or as little
guidance as you would like.  The third group is our
Junior group .  This group consists of 3 teens in
grades 8 and 9.  The focus of this group is on
preparation for confirmation. Tammy Foster leads
this group each week.  

The church nursery  is in a state of
change.  We currently have 4 regular attendees, all
aged 2 ½  - 3 years old.  For the time being the
parents of these little ones are taking turns in the
nursery.  Each week the little ones hear a Bible
story, play a game or do a craft, say a prayer and
have a snack.  Our dear and dependable Luanne
Griffing (known as ‘Luanne’ to all the kiddos who
have been in the church nursery) is taking a rest
from the nursery as she recovers from a
reoccurrence of Lyme disease (pray for
Luanne).  We pray that she is feels better and
comes back to help with our little ones soon. 

After Three Years:
“Annual” Choir Brunch

On Sunday, September 23, members of
the choir were guests of the Church for a beautiful
brunch at Violet Creek Restaurant.  The choir has
not been able to find an agreeable time to do this
for the past three years!  The food was delicious
and dessert was special.  All who attended enjoyed
time to visit with each other and share in
fellowship.  Pastor Bob  greeted all and expressed
gratitude to the members for their dedication and
contribution to the church services.

Jack Davis also addressed the group
with his comments on enjoying working with the
members.  It was noted that Jack is in his twenty-
second year as our beloved director.  Rev. Geehan,
who joined the group at Violet Creek after
celebrating Hopewell Junction’s 250 anniversary at
Hopewell, assured the choir that both he and Jack
were going to do their best to be alive and around
for the 300th  anniversary of the church in 2016!  It
was a joyful occasion for all.

Those attending:  Meg, Brendan and
Connor Boyce, Elaine Luczka and guest Janet
Vasak, Barbara Kutschbach, Amelia Seyssel
Parks and Chris Parks, Phyllis Chrisfield, Anne
Hartwell, Laura Lokey and guest Wes Carson,
Connie and Dick Herodes, Diana and Bob
Gensler, Chris and John Altavilla, George
Armstrong, Shirley and Bill Emrich, Jack Davis,
Forrest and Phyllis Cousens, John and Eleanor
Haverkamp, Pastor Bob and Cherrill Geehan,
Evelyn and David Stevenson and Gail and Sam
Simon.


