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Dear Members & Friends,

On the evening of May 22,
! | represented the classis at
the dissolution vote by
consistory of the pastoral
relationship between Rev.
\ Steve Sickler and the
Arlington Reformed
Church. On Saturday evening, May 30, |
offered the invocation at a dinner to honor
Pastor Steve’s 11 years at Arlington. Steve
is taking a year off to re-envision Steve and
Beverly's retirement years. Beverly has a
couple of years left with the New Paltz
Superintendent of School’s office.

The Seasons of Life come to us all — resist
them though we might. Not that the latter
Seasons do not have their upside; they do.
But we do not fool ourselves either...

Oh, the days dwindle down
To a precious few
September, November

And these few precious days
I'l spend with you

These precious days

I'll spend with you.*

As we mature we see ourselves more
clearly. Our aims and goals may diminish in
number as the days dwindle, but those that
remain often bring to light imperatives: a
‘bucket list.” We find renewed strength to
decide and to do in the ‘few precious days’
that remain.

“So teach us,” Moses prayed, “to count our
days that we may gain a wise heart” (Psalm
90:12).

Pastor Steve with wife Beverly is doing just
that. | expect that in ways not possible
during intensive ministry and employment
years, they will find time for new ministries
along with more time to enjoy each other,
their children and grandchildren. “These
precious days I'll spend with you.”

But we will miss you Steve and Beverly.
God bless your years ahead.

FRie BE

*["September Song",1938, by Kurt Weill, with lyrics by Maxwell
Anderson; you can listen to Sinatra’s 1965 recording here (if you
are reading The Companion on the internet, just click the link:

Ihttp://fwww:youttibe.com/watch?v= wtel'kZ.'AB_y_ )

June 14: Children/Youth
Sunday & Picnic

Sunday School attendance pins are
awarded. Itis Sunday School Sunday.

AND.....it is also a picnic on the
lawn Sunday. Be sure to bring your favorite
salads, fruits, chips and cookies to the picnic.
Burgers, franks, beverages and 'make-your-
own' ice cream Sundaes are provided.

_~

Vacation Bible School
JUNE 29 -JuLY 3

As you make your summer plans,
include our one-week VBS -- a week of
wonderful Bible stories, crafts, songs, snacks
and friends. This year's theme is
“S.C.U.B.A,” Super Cool Underwater Bible
Adventures. Children will dive in Old
Testament and New Testament stories. They
will meet two prophets (Elijah and Jonah), as
well as God's Son, Jesus.

VBS is five mornings from Monday,
June 29 through Friday, July 3. We begin
each day at 8:45 and end at 11:30, except
the final Friday which will feature a 30-minute
closing program for the parents starting at
11:15.

We begin each morning with a
prayer from Pastor Bob and then enter into
our stories and fun for the day. Tammy
Foster begins with the theme Bible story for
the day, totally involving the children. Then
the children break-up into their classes. As
part of their VBS experience, each child and
adult makes a Reformed Church VBS T-shirt.
The children also make their own VBS-songs
CD.

We are blessed with a wonderful
staff and, indeed, "many hands make light
work." Please assist us by being around
after church on June 21 and 28 to put
everything in place. Tammy has her famous
job-cards to hand out!

If you would like to work with little
ones yourself in an exciting and energy-filled
setting, please join our teachers, assistants
and friends. Don't let the kids have all the
fun! It is a wonderful time of adult fellowship.
Give Tammy Foster a call (229-2627).

A suggested donation of $10 per
child with a maximum donation of just $20

per family. This defrays about half the cost of
supplies. We also ask that each child bring a
donation of a can (or bottle) of juice and a
box of cookies or crackers to share for snack
time. Registration forms are by the Tower
entrance. Return the forms to the church
office by June 15". There will be no ‘at the
door’ registrations.

RCA General Synod, June 4-9;
Barbara Williams-Skinner
Addresses RCA'’s

“Multiracial Future”

Barbara Williams-Skinner will be a
guest speaker at General Synod, offering a
keynote address on June 6. Williams-Skinner
is co-founder and president of the Skinner
Leadership Institute, which provides
leadership development
and reconciliation
training for people of all
backgrounds and faiths.
The institute's aim is to
produce leaders who
are technically and
morally excellent. She
will speak on the RCA's
new focus on a
“multiracial future freed
from racism.”
Williams-Skinner will
take the floor following a celebration of the
thirtieth anniversary of the decision to ordain
women to the office of Minister of Word and
Sacrament in the RCA. The evening's
activities begin at 7:00 p.m. in the DeVos
Fieldhouse at Hope College.

Barbara Williams-Skinner has
previously served as executive director of the
Congressional Black Caucus in Washington,
D.C., and on the boards of numerous
organizations, including the Martin Luther
King, Jr. Center, Volunteers of America, the
National Political Congress of Black Women,
and Evangelicals for Social Action. She is
currently a board member for the Christian
Community Development Association, Fuller
Theological Seminary, and the Community
Empowerment Equity Partnership.
Williams-Skinner has published numerous

articles and a leadership training workbook.
(Continued on back)

Barbara Williams-Skinner


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wte1uk4A5eU

Summer Schedule of Union Services

All summer services are at 10:00 a.m.

Date Location Preacher

July 12: First Baptist Rev. Geehan
August 2: First Lutheran Rev. Boyd

August 9: Reformed (from 1%

Birthdays and Anniversaries

JNE

June Birthdays
1 - Hilda Whitaker

3 - Soyla Steltenkamp
10 - Shirley Montalto
19 - Tory Kautz

24 - John Altavilla

28 - Bob Kolb

29 - Stephanie Holt
30 - David Steltenkamp

June Anniversaries
2 - David & Adrienne Wiese - 64
4 - Bob & Cherrill Geehan - 43
8 - Bill & Betty Bakker - 47
26 - Brendan & Meg Boyce -16
30 - John & Shirley Wilson - 58

JLy

July Birthdays
1 - James Gahn

3 - Bradley Unamboowe
6 - Eleanor Slonaker
7 - Elizabeth Van De Water
13 - Roy Dunham, Dick Herodes
21 - Clifford Crispell, Jr.,
John A. Davis, Jr.
22 - Donna Benedict
26 - Marilyn Ronk
28 - James Selfridge

July Anniversaries
2 - Jim & Gail Seymour - 42
3 - Don & Nancy Jacob - 33
16 - John & Naomi Van Steenburgh - 60
Jay & Donna Benedict - 32
18 - Bill & Shirley Emrich - 58
23 - Forrest & Phyllis Cousens - 59

AUGUST

August Birthdays
3 - Barbara Markell

7 - Shirley Denhardt Emrich
11 - Paul Holt

12 - John Atherton, Karen Benedict
13 - Lynne Ryan

14 - David Wiese

15 - Evelyn Stevenson

19 - Diane Gensler

22 - Naomi Van Steenburgh
25 - Marian Liggera

27 - Natalie Wood

30 - Dennis Barnhart

August Anniversaries
6 - Bob & Sarah Orlando - 4

13 - Dick & Connie Herodes - 49
15 - Paul & Stephanie Holt - 26

17 - Bob & Barbara Hutchings - 40
20 - William & Tammy Foster - 26
23 - Jim & Lou Gahn - 6




