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Poughkeepsie and
Hopewell Join in Youth
Retreat at Sharpe
Reservation

Eleven members of the Junior and
Senior High Youth groups of
Poughkeepsie Reformed along with 3
of the church’s adults (Lou Nielsen,
Paul Holt, and Don McNeil) joined
over 100 other youth and 17 adults for
a spiritual retreat at Sharpe
Reservation in Fishkill, February 23-
25.  The retreat was organized by the
Youth Pastors at Hopewell Reformed
and Poughkeepsie United Methodist.

The Group arrived at Sharpe
just after 6:00 p.m. on Friday and left
at 1:00 p.m. on Sunday -- 43 hours.  It
was a short, but amazingly powerful
weekend.  Walter Barnes of BLIHP
(By Living In His Presence) Ministries
delivered the messages during
worship; a worship band provided the
music for the 4 weekend services
(Friday evening, Saturday morning
and evening, and Sunday morning). 
The focus was on spiritual growth for
all involved.  Eight hours were spent in
worship,  and 1.5 hours in one of four
seminars [‘Healthy Dating’ (Sarah and
Erik Fred – Lou’s daughter and
son-in-law), ‘Choices’ (Lou Nielsen), 
‘Music Worship’ (done by the band),
and ‘Apologetics’ (Walt Barnes)]. 
There was also time to sled, play
games, eat and sleep.

RCWS Responds to
Tornadoes in Florida and
Harsh Winter Storms

Reformed Church World Service has
sent $5000 to our partner, Church
World Service (CWS) in response to
the recent tornadoes in Florida and
harsh winter storms throughout the
United States. This grant will help

support CWS shipments of blankets,

baby and health kits, and clean-up
buckets to those in need and support
long-term recovery efforts in all areas. 
Please keep all of those affected by
these storms in your prayers.

Not To Be Missed!
Martin Marty Comes To
Poughkeepsie in March

On March 18 one of America’s
premier theological minds comes to

Poughkeepsie.  Dr.
Martin Marty, for 35
years Professor of
Religious History at the
University of Chicago
and holder of over 70
honorary doctorates
from the world’s most
prestigious universities,

will speak on “Justice and Injustice
in the Vision of Fundamentalists”
for the Justice for All Speakers Forum. 
Dr. Marty is the editor of Context, a bi-
weekly review of recent American
religious thought, and the author of

over 50 books (most recently When

Faiths Collide and Politics, Religion
and The Common Good: Advancing
a Distinctly American Conversation
about Religion’s Role in Our Shared
Life).  Martin Marty’s lecture will be
given at the Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship facility at 67 South
Randolph Avenue on Sunday, March
18 at 4 p.m.

Lou Nielsen with lollipop and youth at Sharpe Reservation 

Martin Marty

March
Birthdays

1 -    Patrick McDowell
2 -    William Foster
3 -    Fred Schaeffer
4 -    Peg Budd
14 - Tammy Foster
15 - Tina Haggett
16 - Linda Sandberg
20 - Linda Cerbino,

Magdalena Parks
22 - Annie Heim,

Margaret (Greta) Parks
24 - April Benanti, Suzann FanFan 
31 - Keith Altavilla, Jay Benedict

Anniversaries

26 - Bradley & Gail Unamboowe - 13 yrs.
29 - Robert & Dorothy Estes - 73 yrs.



Weekday Nursery
Gives Daily Tours; 
Open House March 24

In February, Ms. Karen and Ms.
Susan’s classes learned about
friendship, Valentine’s Day and
Nursery Rhymes.  Be sure to check
out their friendship quilt and friendship
puzzle hanging the hallway!  The three
year old class focused on the color
pink and hearts, while the four year
olds continued learning the letters of
the alphabet, Q, U, V, and X.  The
students are looking forward to the
month of March and learning about Dr.
Seuss, dinosaurs and St. Patrick’s
Day. 

Ms. Laura and Ms. Rae
Anne’s Classes have been working on
the letters M-U during January and
February.  The students made quilted
squares and put them all together to
make beautiful Valentine’s Day
Friendship quilts.  As they get ready to
welcome spring, the students be
continuing their alphabet exploration
and end this very special theme with
an alphabet party in mid-April.  The
classes will be reading about and
exploring such themes as Spring,
Weather, and Farm Animals. 
The four year olds are looking forward
to field trips to the Adriance Library
and the Mid-Hudson Children’s
Museum. 

Ms. Sarah, Ms. Melanie, Ms.
Cathy, and Ms. Natalie have enjoyed
working with the three year olds on a
Winter unit.  They have explored the
weather changes, snow and ice, what
animals and birds do in the winter, and
winter fun such as pretending to ice
skate in the gymnasium!  Throughout
February the students learned about
Valentine’s Day and the importance of
loving words, helping hands, and
friendship.  The students have
continued to work on using scissors
and writing their names and are doing
a great job!! Feel free to look at their
scissor art in the hallway of the
school!!! 

The two year old classes have
completed a unit on Hearts and the
colors red, pink, and white.  The
students have continued to prepare for
the 3 year old classes by getting used
to a more structured snack, clean up,
and music and movement routine.  In
March the students will begin a unit on

Nursery Rhymes, St. Patrick’s Day
and the color green. 

The Nursery School has been
giving daily tours to prospective
students and families.  Several people
have already registered for the 2007-
2008 school year.  Parents will be
given further opportunities to explore
the school at Open House on
Saturday March 24th from 2:00pm-
4:00pm. 

The WNS is happy to
announce that Tammy Foster will be
joining our team next year. She will be
teaching the MWF three year old class
and we are overjoyed to have her.
She will be a great asset to our staff. 

Church Excursions! 
You Know They’re
Great ; Par t ic ipat e!

Join in on the fun and fellowship! 
There’s something for everyone –
performances, museums, dining, the
zoo, the aquarium and much, much
more!   

We begin the excursion
season with two March delightful
family events at Rhinebeck’s Center
for Performing Arts.  April brings the
opportunity to partake of a prix fixe,
three-course dinner at the CIA’s
Escoffier Restaurant in our private
Library Room!  Then, get ready for
some splashing good fun at Norwalk’s
Aquarium and toy sailboat workshop. 
The summer offers an array of musical
entertainment with Pete Seeger’s
Clearwater Festival and the Boston
Pop’s Gershwin program at
Tanglewood.  Three Reformed Church
perennial favorites complete the roster
– the Bronx Zoo, the Great Jack O’
Lantern Blaze with 3,000
extraordinarily spooky and enchanting
pumpkins and the Botanical Garden’s
whimsical Holiday Train Show!  
Another possibility -- Have you heard
about Tutankhamun and the Golden
Age of the Pharaohs at Philadelphia’s
Franklin Institute?   If you’re interested
in seeing this remarkable traveling
exhibition, please see Catherine.

Excursions are open to
members and friends of the Reformed
Church and their guests, from Sunday
School to Youth Groups to Weekday
Nursery School families and staff –
Everyone!   We’ve tried to keep the

costs down, but if you find that $30 is
a bit much to spend, don’t let that
keep you from being involved, just ask
Catherine how the church can help. 
Contact Catherine Harris at 473-
2244 or guidelore@hotmail.com.

March 10   Center for Performing Arts at Rhinebeck,
11:00 a.m.
Celtic Heels:  A musical celebration of Ireland’s ancient
Jigs, Reels and Hornpipes! 
$8 adults; $5 children – reserve by March 9

March 17   Center for Performing Arts at Rhinebeck,
11:00 a.m.
Skyhunters in Flight:  A look into the lives of raptors!  
$8 adults; $5 children – reserve by March 16

April 17   Culinary Institute of America, prix fixe dinner
series, Escoffier; 6:00 p.m.
$30 (plus service) — reserve by March 17

May 19  Norwalk Connecticut Maritime Aquarium 
$11.00 adults; $10 seniors; $9 kids 2-12 – reserve by
May 3

June 16   Clearwater Festival, Croton Park, Croton-on-
Hudson, NY; 10 am to dusk
$35 Bring along a chair and picnic lunch! – reserve by
May 15

July 14   Bronx Zoo (price TBA) 

August 26   Boston Pops All-Gershwin Program,
Tanglewood; 2:30 p.m. 
$19 (lawn ticket) Bring along a chair and picnic lunch!
– reserve by August 12

October 13   Jack O’ Lantern Blaze and
tailgating/picnic, Van Cortlandt Manor (price TBA)

November 17   Holiday Train Show, Botanical
Gardens, dinner (price TBA)

Dear Church Family,

It looks like our
Wednesday evenings
together will be for
several months.

First we have
the “Jesus: Fact or
Fiction” video course up
until Passion Week;

then, beginning April 25, the six-Wednesday
Church History II course (Reformation to the
present).

During these days come three
special ‘Excursion’ events organized for us
by Catherine Harris.  Cherrill and I try not to
miss any.  As one of the dozens of
participants expressed herself, it is a blessing
to see each other in such very different
contexts than Sunday worship; we  discover
so much, so many joys to share.

So I invite you to increase your
appreciation for each other by joining in these
wonderful excursions.  You will be blessed
beyond expectation and you will yourself be a
blessing to those you join.

May these Lenten days find your
faith strengthened.

Faith, hope and love,


