The

Members and Friends,

To the left you see the new brass plague that
is embedded in the sidewalk outside the corner doors of
Alex’s restaurant at Main and Market. | use this space
to publically thank the City of Poughkeepsie for
remarkable notice of this church’s great contributions to
this city. Itis to be dedicated Jun& 9As part of that
event | am to read some of the relevant words of Rev. Dr. John
Livingston spoken to the state legislature, October 29, 1781 relatin
the surrender of British General Cornwallis. John Holt, an eye-wit
left this account:

“On Monday, the 29 ultimo, when the first certain intelligence of the above
glorious event [the capture of the British army] arrived here, his Excellency,
Governor, the members of the Senate and Assembly, and many other pers
attended divine service in the Dutch Church, where the Rev. Livingston
officiated in a solemn manner, to express their joy and gratitude to the Almi
for this signal interposition in our favor....”

The plagque commemorates that day; it reads:

DUTCH REFORMEDCHURCH, 1723
NEAR THIS SITE THE FIRST CHURCH EDIFICE FOROUGHKEEPSIE WAS
BUILT IN 1723.BY 1759,A SECOND EDIFICE WAS BUILT TO REPLACE THE
FIRST CHURCH BUILDING SIGNIFICANTLY , ON OCTOBER29,1781,THE
REV. JOHN LIVINGSTON DELIVERED HIS SERMON ON IMMINENT PEACE TO
THE NEW Y ORK STATE LEGISLATURE IN CELEBRATION OF THEBRITISH
GEN. CORNWALLIS' SURRENDER ATY ORKTOWN. THIS VICTORY WOULD
SET IN MOTION THE END OF THE CONFLICT FORMERICAN
INDEPENDENCE

What is the mission of the church but to enable those who seek G
find God? The Reformed Church of Poughkeepsie in the person o
John Livingston did that in 1781. May it continue to do so.

Faith, hope and love,




