The

Members and Friends,

‘Ash Wednesday Eve' is

February 5. Of course, no

one calls it ‘Eve.’ It's called

Mardi Gras (‘Grease

Tuesday’) or Shrove
(‘Confession’) Tuesday (or, my favorite)
Pancake Day or Pancake Tuesday.
Sometime between February 3 and March 9
each year, there it is! The interpretations may
look different — grease vs. pancake - but they
are related. Itis the last day before Lent and
so there were feasts and parties to use up all
the food not allowed during Lent: butter,
cream, eggs. To do this you make pancakes!
Of course, the other name ‘Shrove Tuesday’
highlights something very different: Shrove
Tuesday is the last day to confess sins and be
forgiven.

Neither the carnival (‘farewell to
the flesh’) atmosphere nor the pancakes work
in the Reformed scheme of preparation for
Maundy Thursday through Easter Sunday.
The reasons for this are radically theological
and Reformational. Simply put they boil
down to the protestant elevation of all
believers to priests and the shared confession
that sin is such a cosmic power that it is never
given quarter and grace is so divine that we
can never think with any justice that we can
eamn it. Sin is all about us and grace is all
about God and for that reason God’s Grace
wins. That is what we prepare afresh to
realize during Lent.

Faith, hope and love,




