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A few weeks ago I got a phone call from someone in our church.  
“Hi Craig.   Do you have anything about the Lord’s Prayer that  I 
could read?  I pray it every day, but I often find myself just saying 
the  old  familiar  words,  but  not  thinking  about  what  they  really 
mean.”

“Sure” I said, and referred him to a fairly recent book I’d purchased 
for myself for just the same reason.

Then it happened again.  Someone else in our church asked me about the Lord’s Prayer.  So I’m 
going to take this as a nudge that it’s time for Pastor Jan and me to do a Lenten series of sermons on 
the Lord’s Prayer.  We begin on March 1, the second Sunday in Lent.  Here’s the schedule:

March 1: Start of the series: When you pray, pray like this.

March 8: Our Father who art in heaven . . .

March 15: Hallowed be thy name.

March 22: Thy kingdom come . . .

March 29: Thy will be done . . .  (This Sunday is Palm Sunday, also called Passion Sunday.  Note 
that these are the same words Jesus prayed again in the Garden of Gethsemane)

April 5: On earth as it is in heaven.  (Easter is a great example of God’s will being done on 
earth as it is in heaven.)

April 12: Give us this day our daily bread.

April 19: Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

April 26: Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

May 3: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.

Prayer is fundamental to Christian Faith.  Let’s use the prayer that our Lord used, and make it a 
regular part of our devotional life.  And let’s open ourselves more to its meaning this Lenten season.

THE MESSENGER
The Rev. Craig J. Hoffman The Rev. Jan L.Hoffman

From Craig’s Desk: 

The Lord’s Prayer



MARCH 2015 FIRST REFORMED CHURCH OF SCOTIA VOLUME 66, NUMBER 3

224 N. BALLSTON AVE, SCOTIA, NY 12302 !2

Thank You’s: 
Since we published the last issue of The Messenger we received the following thank-you 
notes and letters.  They are posted on the tack strip outside of Pastor Craig’s office.  Read 
and enjoy them there for yourselves.

• From Betty Ehrcke:  A heartfelt thank you to my church friends for the beautiful flowers.  
They are brightening my living room these frigid days.  The red and white carnations were so appropriate 
for Valentine’s and President’s weekend.  A big thanks to Natalie and Bill Monaghan who came out on such 
a cold day to deliver them.  I enjoyed their visit so much.

• From Dean Hamm:  To the staff and choir, Thank you for all that you did to help us during a difficult time.  
I know my father was up in the balcony, smiling.

• From Val VanPatten:  A bright sunny Sunday, beautiful flowers arrived from the church and a nice visit 
from Natalie and Bill Monaghan gave me a warm heart and a blessed day.  Thank you kindly.  Also thanks 
to the Youth Group for the “Lent in a Bag.”  I chose the cross, as I am sure there are many ways for me to 
work on becoming a better Christian.

• From Janice Cooper and Tim Horn, Coordinators, Scotia-Glenville Food Pantry:  I am writing on behalf of 
the families who use Scotia-Glenville Food Pantry.  We wish to thank you for the generous grant to assist 
our pantry in accessing food and other supplies from the Regional Food Bank, as well as recent food 
donations.  They will go a long way towards filling food baskets in 2015.

• From David Olsen, Executive Director, Samaritan Counseling Center:  Thank you for your congregation’s 
recent donation in support  of  our Active Samaritan fund.   Your thoughtful  generosity will  allow us to 
continue serving those who might not otherwise afford counseling.

• From Kimarie Sheppard, Executive Director, Bethesda House:  On behalf of the residents, guests and staff 
of Bethesda House, I would like to thank you for your donation to our ministry.  We are grateful for your 
continued support helping us carry out our mission.

• From Norma Hamm and family:  There are not enough words to express my appreciation for all the love 
and support you have given Jerry and me and the family this past year and a half.  Phone calls, cards, 
visits, food, flowers, hugs, - the list goes on.  I couldn’t have done it without all of you!  You are a special 
congregation.

Shout Outs: 
So many people do so much for our congregation, and we thank them all for it.  This month we especially 
give a shout out to:

• Priscilla and Robert Harvey who delivered the food donations to the Scotia Food Pantry.   

• Trudi Thun who coordinates our Sharing and Caring each month.   

• Bobbie Nelson who helps with Children and Worship on Sundays.   

• Erin and Matt Parker, Walt Pfuntner for The Boy Scouts, Tom and Chris Bodden, and David and Jae    
Schalekamp who hosted our February coffee hours.

• All those who helped with our 2015 Valentine’s Luncheon.  Special thanks to Kristin Bodden and the    
parents of our youth group kids, to those who made delicious soup, and all our youth and Seniors who 
participated!  Thanks so much!

• All  those who worked hard and contributed to  the  Busman Family Fundraiser  Pancake Breakfast  on    
Saturday morning, February 14.  Over $9,000 was raised by your generosity.  It was a joy to welcome the 
community into our kitchen and Brink Hall and work together!

• To Mark Lansing who helps keep our parking lot clear of ice and snow.   
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M a r c h F o o d 
Pantry Needs: 
Every  week  our  bulletin 
lists the food most needed 
for the Scotia Food Pantry.  
Below  are  the  items  for 
March.  Please place your 
donations in the container 
in the narthex or in the one 
outside Brink Hall.  What 
a great offering we would 
give  if  everyone  brought 
the weekly item!

There is always a need for 
bags  and  for  monetary 
donations.   Donations  are 
used  to  purchase  milk 
certificates and other items 
available  at  the  Regional 
Food  Bank  for  just  16 
cents a pound.  Make out 
your  check  to  the  First 
Reformed  Church  of 
Scotia  and  put  “Food 
Pantry” on the memo line.  
Here are this month’s food 
requests:

March 1:
Dry Mixes
March 8:
Oatmeal

March 15:
Cereal

March 22:
Tissues

March 29:
Canned Fruit

Fowler Meditative Retreat: 
Pastor Jan Hoffman is leading a contemplative Eastertide 
retreat, “Come to the Water,” Tuesday afternoon through 
Thursday  noon,  April  21  -  23  at  Camp  Fowler.   Ella 
Campbell,  a  spiritual  director  and elder  at  First  Church 
Albany,  will  join her  in  leadership.   Ella  has led many 
retreats at Fowler and is a long friend of Jan’s.  

You are welcome to join them at Chi Rho house, where you will have your own 
room.  The retreat begins with supper on Tuesday evening, although you may 
arrive that  afternoon any time after  3:00,  and ends with lunch on Thursday.  
There  will  be  opportunity  for  guided  meditation,  quiet,  time  for  handwork, 
reading and walking.  The fee is $150 and includes lodging, linens and delicious 
meals.    

To register,  call  the  Fowler  Camp and Retreat  Center,  631-6789,  or  register 
online at www.campfowler.org/retreats.

Lenten Resources:
We have many resources available in Brink Hall to help you 
throughout the season of Lent.  A daily devotional booklet 
highlighting  the  Parables  of  Jesus,  daily  calendars  and 
manipulatives for discussion and reflection are some of the 
offerings  this  year.   “Lent  in  a  Bag”  features  several 
symbols  to  get  conversations  started  or  to  initiate 

reflections: Sand, Stone, Human, Cross and Candle.  Also within this bag you 
will find a guide in using these symbols and their significance to faithful learning 
this Lent.  

There are  many options for  online resources  and daily  devotions.   One such 
application was created by our very own Lynn Makrin and featured on Facebook.  
Lenten Reflections can be found on Facebook and consists of various forms of 
art,  music,  poetry  and creativity  to  express  Lenten  perspective  and devotion.  
Check it out at:  https://www.facebook.com/LentenReflectionsbyLynn?fref=nf 

You can also access daily devotionals, resources and project ideas through the 
Reformed Church of America’s website at:  https://www.rca.org/resources/lent-
easter-and-pentecost 

Another way to incorporate prayer and reflection this Lent is to take advantage of 
our Labyrinth here at FRCS.  We have our six circuit medieval labyrinth set up in 
room 9 in our education wing all throughout Lent.  Use this resource to promote 
prayerful  healing,  faithful  devotions,  prayers  for  forgiveness  and  clarity  or 
experience the Stations of the Cross during Holy Week.  The labyrinth is open for 
personal use any time during church hours 8:30 – 3 M-F or Sunday’s 8-11:30.  

Daylight Savings Time: 
Starts Sunday, March 8.  Set your clocks and watches ahead one hour the night 
before.   Many years people drive into the parking for church with confused 
looks on their faces.  “Why are so many cars are already here?”  Then they 
realize their mistake and that they are an hour late.  Don’t let that person be you!
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Family Finance: 
Each month we report our giving.  Here’s how we gave in February.

GIVING 2015 2014 Change % Change                                                                            
February $21,021 $24,205 -$3,184 -13%                                                                          
Total for the Year $42,933 $45,472 -$2,539 -6%                                                              

Bottle Returns: 
Our bottle return committee members Linda Ciabotte, Suzanne Denney, Leisl Falcon, Dot Henwood and 
Lynn Makrin each take a day of the week and pick up your donations of returnable bottles and cans and take 
them to the redemption center.  The money they get for the bottles goes into a restricted fund for the Bethesda 
House and the City Mission.   This is an easy way to donate to these two worthy missions.  Let’s all keep our 
bottle return committee busy!

Milestones: 
Here  are  some  milestones  in  the  lives  of  people  in  our  congregation  since  the  last  issue  of  The 
Messenger.
Congratulations:
• To Joanna Clark and Brian Fresoni on their marriage on February 14.
• To Bill and Martha Eberle on the birth of a new grandson, Tristan, born to daughter Laura and her 

husband.
• Meredith and Rob Oram on the birth of their son, Bradford Robert, on Tuesday, February 24.  Proud 

grandparents are Nancy and Fran Landry, and great-grandparents are Ken and Anne Fetter.
New Address:
• Betty Jane Blackmore has moved to a different apartment.  Her new address is: 223 Coburg Village 

Way, Apt 708, Rexford, NY  12148
• Helen Eidens  is  now a  resident  at  Judson Meadow in  Scotia.   She can be  reached by phone at 

982-0265.
We express our sympathy to:
• Norma Hamm on the passing of Jerry on January 26.
• Mike DeMasi on the passing of his father.

February Attendance: 
We report our monthly worship attendance to encourage you to 
faithfully gather on the Lord's Day, and invite others to join you.

2014 2015                                                    
February week #1 213 191                                
February week #2 238 168                                
February week #3 226 135                                
February week #4  210 156                              
February Average 222 163                                           
YTD Average 224 193                                       
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Our Organ On The Radio: 
Church Organist Justan Foster and our Selke Memorial Organ are going to be regular features on Bennington 
Public Radio Station WBTN, 1370 AM, and streamed online at www.wbtnam.org.  

Mr. Charles Olegar started producing WBTN radio shows featuring classical music talent from the Capital 
District and SW Vermont last November.  He gives special emphasis to the organ.  Looking for a regular 
venue and organ for his radio show, he happened to meet our own Brad Day who told him about our new 
Selke Memorial Organ, our sanctuary’s excellent acoustics, and about Justan’s talent.  For now, WBTN will 
regularly feature our organ and our organist!  Mr. Olegar hopes that his show will be able to expand to other 
radio stations as well.

On Sunday, March 8 at 12:00 noon his show will feature Justan discussing our organ and our church.  This 
show and the others will also be rebroadcast at 6:00 in the evening.

On Sunday, March 22 the show will feature Brad Day discussing our hybrid organ – part pipe organ, and part 
digital organ.  Brad, of Allen Organ Studios, is not only a church member, he also helped design and install 
our organ.

On Easter Sunday, April 5 the show will also include our choir performing one of this year’s Easter anthems.

Be sure to tune in to WBTN at 12:00 noon or at 6:00 in the evening on Sundays March 8 and 22, and on 
Sunday, April 5, 1370 AM or on www.wbtnam.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry: 
Several knitters and crocheters in our congregation make prayer shawls and lap robes, 
baby blankets and fleece blankets for people undergoing changes in their life, those who 
celebrate baptisms, people who have recently lost a loved one and those diagnosed with 
serious illness.  Our Prayer Shawl ministry was begun eight years ago.  A small group 
has begun meeting regularly to teach others and check in with Pastor Jan about needs for 
more prayer shawls.  We have prayed and blessed and distributed over 120 shawls or 
blankets.  We are grateful for the opportunity to serve in this way.  Want to know more? 
Contact Kristin Bodden, frcskbodden@verizon.net or speak with Pastor Jan.

Youth News: 
Here’s some news from Youth Group Leader Maggie White:

February was a great month for the Youth Group!  We had a fantastic time at 
the Valentine’s luncheon on the 15th -- good food, good people, and lots of fun 
and games.  Thank you to everyone who helped out with the event.  We also 
had  our  first  combined  meeting  with  Lynnwood  Reformed  Church’s  youth 
group, led by Jason White.  Hopefully it will be the first of many! 

We have a lot to look forward to in the coming months. In March, we’ll be baking for the Fowler Spaghetti 
Dinner  (I  would highly  recommend bidding on one of  our  cakes!).   We’ll  also  have another  combined 
meeting with Lynnwood Reformed.  Further out, we’re planning on a day of mission, a Camp Fowler day 
with Uncle Kent, and a barbecue with the youth groups from Lynnwood Reformed, First Schenectady, and 
West Glenville Reformed.  It’s going to be great! 

Our youth group for junior and senior highs meets weekly at 11:30 in the youth room downstairs.  Contact 
Maggie at maggiebusman@gmail.com if you’d like to know more. 
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Mission of the Month: 
The Mission of the Month for March is Things of My Very Own, also known as TOMVO.  Things of My 
Very  Own  is  a  crisis  prevention  center,  providing  emergency  clothing,  backpacks,  school  necessities, 
toiletries and toys for children who are quickly moved into foster care.  These emergency situations may 
include abuse or neglect.  Glenville resident, Rayn Boncie, founded TOMVO in 2008.  There is an immediate 
need for cash donations to repair the building at 249 Green Street, which houses TOMVO.  Some pipes burst 
during this winter’s bitter cold, and the cost for repairs is at least $25,000.  For more information, go to 
www.tomvo.org

2015 Missions of the Month: 
Our consistory has set the following Missions of the Month for the rest of 2015.

February: Bethesda House
March: Things of my Very Own (TOMVO)
April: Schenectady Home Furnishings
May: Fowler Ministries Board
June: Schenectady Classis Student Care Fund
July: Habitat for Humanity
August: Fowler Ministries Board
September: Samaritan Counseling Center Care Fund
October: Schenectady City Mission
November: JJ TenClay, RCA Missionary to Migrants, Naples, Italy
December: Salvation Army
January 2016: Deacons’ Fund

Please use the specially marked envelopes in your boxes of offering envelopes to give to our Mission of the 
Month.  And please note: Many of these agencies can also use our volunteered time and our hands-on work.  
Contact them directly to find out how you can help.

We  receive  a  special  thanksgiving  offering  at  communion.   The  following  Communion  Offerings  are 
designated for 2014.

Feb. 22, First Sunday in Lent: Patty’s  Place,  a  local  drop-in  and  support  center  for  women 
trying to escape the sex trade

May 17, Ascension Sunday: Camp Fowler Ministries
August 2, Summer communion: Camp Fowler Ministries
October 4, World Communion Sunday: Concern for the Hungry
November 1, All Saints’ Sunday: Joan Nicole Prince House
November 29, First Sunday in Advent: Scotia Relief

Our Easter offering, April 5, goes to the Regional Food Bank.  The Thanksgiving and Christmas offerings 
will be designated as we get closer to those holidays.
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Easter Plants: 
On Easter we fill our sanctuary with lilies and spring flowers that later we deliver to shut-ins and others we 
want to remember.  You can help by making a donation to our Flower Fund.  Flower Fund donations not only 
help us purchase Easter  Lilies,  they also help us provide fresh flowers for worship throughout the year.  
Dedicate your gift in celebration of some event, or in honor or in memory of some person and we will print 
your dedication in our Easter bulletin insert.  Call the church office, 370-4751, by Friday, March 27.

Kids Hope USA: 
March is National Reading Month!   Kids Hope USA’s mentoring model places an emphasis on reading 
during the  mentor  hour.   Mentor  training covers  reading strategies,  practicing sight  words,  and tips  for 
teaching reading.   Our church’s mentors work to make reading accessible to their Sacandaga students, no 
matter what their reading level may be.  Mentors use newspaper articles, games, magazines, and even comic 
books to engage a reluctant reader.

Besides the obvious benefit to academic growth and success, here are some other reasons why mentors model 
reading as an essential part of a balanced life.  We can all be reminded why taking the time to read can be so 
valuable!
1. Mental Stimulation – Reading exercises our minds and prevents it from losing power.
2. Stress Reduction – Reading can help allow one’s mind to be free of daily challenges.  A great story can 

always transport us to a different state of mind.
3. Knowledge – No matter what you may lose, your knowledge gained from reading can never be taken 

from you.
4. Vocabulary Expansion – Reading exposes students to words they might not use in social interaction.
5. Memory Improvement – Stories often have multiple characters and storylines.  Students work to keep 

that straight (and surprise their mentors with how well they can do this!)
6. Improved Focus and Concentration – Kids need the mental practice of simply focusing on one thing – a 

good story.
7. Better Writing Skills – The more kids read good writing, the more it can influence their own writing 

skills.
8. Tranquility – One of the calmest moments in any mentor hour can come from the mentor or student 

reading aloud while the other listens.

Mentors work to model peace and God’s love to their Sacandaga students each week.  One way they are able 
to do this is through the unique bond of reading together.   See Kids Hope Director, Tee Munson or email her 
at frcstmunson@verizon.net to know more about becoming a mentor.

New Members Class:
Several people have asked about membership classes before the Hoffmans retire at the end of June.  They will 
offer a series of three classes from 11:30 to 12:15 on three Sundays, May 3, 10 and 17.  Active confessing 
membership is a requirement for having a child baptized, being a Stephen Minister, teaching Sunday School, 
serving as a Kids Hope USA mentor, or serving on our Consistory.  Please speak to Pastor Craig or to Pastor 
Jan to learn more or to tell them of your interest.
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Health and Wellness: 
As we look at our precious lives within the world we live, there are many questions that come to mind.  
Sometimes the days fly by as busy schedules and responsibilities take over.  It’s important for us to pay 
attention to our health and wellness as we travel through this life in these bodies, with these gifts and talents 
and under an ever-changing environment and circumstance.  

Coming this Spring we will be offering some opportunities for you to pay attention to your minds, bodies and 
environment and find ways to live a healthier, more peaceful, and  greener life. We’ll be offering a series with 
various forms of programming.  We’ll have speakers, hands on activities, outings, book clubs, events and 
more.  Here are some of the topics we will be covering: 

• Backyard Vegetable Gardens
• Composting
• Farm to Table
• Canning
• Health and Wellness Resources
• Nutrition Across the Ages
• Mind Body and Spirit Care
• Green Living: How to reduce, reuse, recycle
• And More…

If you have any ideas for programs or events you would like to see offered please see Kristin Bodden or call 
her at 703-1327.  

Fowler Spaghetti Dinner and Cake Auction: 
This year our theme for the 26th annual Fowler Spaghetti Dinner and Cake Auction is THE BEST EVER!  
In honor of Pastors Jan and Craig Hoffman’s last spaghetti supper, we would like to do our BEST to 
make it memorable and exciting. Join us Saturday, March 21 2015 between 4:00 and 7:00 in Brink Hall. 

This very special event is crucial in efforts to help support our youth as they experience the importance 
of camp.  With the proceeds from the event, we have been able to give scholarships to campers, covering 
a nice percentage of tuition.  

Our goal this year is to be able to give each Camp Fowler Camper at least $150 towards tuition for a 
week of camp.  Many of our FRCS members have attended camp in their youth and have countless 
stories, memories and life changing experiences associated with Camp Fowler.  Camp Fowler is a place 
where kids can have fun together, make new friends, learn water sports, hiking, crafts, connect with 
nature, sing songs, understand the meaning of peace, presence and prayer, all within this spiritual and 
Christ centered environment. 

Please consider supporting our campers and volunteer at the event, bake a cake or come and enjoy a 
delicious meal, take home a cake or two and enjoy the company of our community of faith.  

Volunteer opportunities are available in Brink Hall on the rolling bulletin board, or speak with Kristin 
Bodden or Amanda Faulkner for more information.  Tickets are on sale every Sunday following 10:00 
Worship in Brink Hall.  $10 for Adults and $5 for Children under 12. You may also purchase tickets at 
the door the day of the event!  See you there!
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Hugh and Yvonne Boyd 8                         
Jerry and Tina Haldeman 16                     
Jeff and Kathy Reynolds 17                     
Don and Sarah Schermerhorn 18              
Todd and Beth Vaccaro 26                        

Judson Hoffman 3                 
Jeff Reynolds 4                     
Linda Lewis 6                       
Seneca Willoughby 7            
Allison Beauchemin 12         
Eric Carpenter 12                  
Peg Foster 13                        
Helen Graber 13                    
Walter Pfuntner III 14           
Virginia Davis 15                  
Bill Eberle 15                        
Rachel Rosenberg 16            
Brendon Getter 17                 
Alena Willoughby 17            
Steve Goodspeed 18             
Katherine Makrin 18             

Bob Baldwin 20                    
Nancy Pfuntner 20                
Kimberly Rosenberg 20        
Susan Duncan 21                  
Val Van Patten 21                  
Dirk Francois 22                   
Cheyenne Willoughby 22     
Ruth Henry 23                       
Kim Monaco 23                    
Ethan Schalekamp 23           
Jillian Getter 24                     
Ann Wright 24                      
Jane Lansing 27                    
Ashley Squires 29                 
Micah Faulkner 30                
Emily Taft 30                        
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