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ARE YOU SMARTER THAN AN ATHEIST?
The Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life sampled Americans on their knowledge of 
religion and religious issues.  Of the different groups sampled, Protestants got an average 
of 16 out of 32 questions right, while Atheists averaged 21.  Hence the question: Are you 
smarter than an atheist?  Just for fun, see how you do.  Find the answers elsewhere in this 
issue of The Messenger.

1. When does the Jewish Sabbath begin?  Friday?  Saturday?  Sunday?

2. What is Ramadan?  A Hindu festival?  The Jewish Day of Atonement?  The Islamic 
holy month?

3 Who is king of the gods in Greek mythology?  Zeus?  Mars?  Apollo?

4. What religion aims at Nirvana, the state of being free from suffering?  Islam?  
Buddhism?  Hinduism?

5. In which religion are Vishnu and Shiva central figures?  Islam?  Hinduism?  
Taoism?

6. What is an atheist?  Someone who believes in God?  Someone who does NOT 
believe in God?  Someone who is unsure whether God exists?

7. What is an agnostic?  Someone who believes in God?  Someone who does NOT 
believe in God?  Someone who is unsure whether God exists?

8. According to the Bible, where was Jesus born?  Bethlehem?  Jericho?  Jerusalem?  
Nazareth?

9. In what century was the Mormon religion founded?  Before 1200 A.D.?  Between 
1200 and 1800 A.D.?  Sometime after 1800 A.D.?

10. The Book of Mormon tells of Jesus Christ appearing to people in which part of the 
world?  The Americas?  The Middle East?  Asia?

11. What do Roman Catholics believe happens to the bread and wine used in communion?  
The bread and wine become the body and blood of Christ?  The bread and wine 
become symbols of the body and blood of Christ?  Other?

12. Which religious group teaches that salvation comes by faith alone?  Only Protestants?  
Only Catholics?  Both Protestants and Catholics?  Neither Protestants or Catholics?

13. Which of these is NOT one of the Ten Commandments?  Do not commit adultery?  
Do unto others as you would have them do unto you?  Do not steal?  Keep the 
Sabbath holy?  All are in the Ten Commandments?
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14. Which Bible figure is most closely associated with remaining faithful during suffering?  
Job?  Elijah?  Moses?  Abraham?

15. Which Bible figure is most closely associated with leading the exodus from Egypt?  
Job?  Elijah?  Moses?  Abraham?

16. Which Bible figure is most closely associated with being willing to sacrifice his son 
to God?  Job?  Elijah?  Moses?  Abraham?

17. Was Mother Teresa . . .  Catholic?  Jewish?  Buddhist?  Mormon?  Hindu?

18. Is the Dalai Lama . . .  Catholic?  Jewish?  Buddhist?  Mormon?  Hindu?

19. Was Joseph Smith . . .  Catholic?  Jewish?  Buddhist?  Mormon?  Hindu?

20. Was Maimonides . . .  Catholic?  Jewish?  Buddhist?  Mormon?  Hindu?

21. Which statement best describes what the U.S. Constitution says about religion?  
Christianity should be given special emphasis by the government?  The government 
shall neither establish a religion nor interfere with the practice of religion?  The 
Constitution does not say anything about religion?

22. According to the Supreme Court, is a public school teacher permitted to lead a class 
in prayer?  Yes?  No?

23. What religion do most people in India follow?  Buddhism?  Hinduism?  Islam?  
Christianity?

24. According to the U. S. Supreme Court, is a public school teacher permitted to read 
from the Bible as an example of literature?  Yes?  No?

25. According to the U. S. Supreme Court, is a public school teacher permitted to offer a 
class comparing the world’s religions?  Yes?  No?

26. What religion do most people in Indonesia follow?  Buddhism?  Hinduism?  Islam?  
Christianity?

27. What religion do most people in Pakistan follow?  Buddhism?  Hinduism?  Islam?  
Christianity?

28. Whose writings inspired the Protestant Reformation?  Martin Luther?  Thomas 
Aquinas?  John Wesley?

29. What preacher was active during our county’s First Great Awakening?  Billy Graham?  
Jonathan Edwards?  Charles Finney?

30. What is the name of Islam’s holy book?  The Holy Book?  The Bible?  The Qur’an?

31. What is the first book of the Bible?  Genesis?  New Testament?  Old Testament?  
Exodus?

32. What are the first four books of the New Testament?  Matthew, James, Luke, John?  
Jude, James, Timothy, Luke?  Matthew, Mark, Luke, John?
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Ash Wednesday 
Service Will Be 
Held

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent, the season of the Church Year when we look inward 
and take inventory of our spiritual lives and of the directions we are heading in life.  This year Ash 
Wednesday falls on March 5.  We will mark this beginning of Lent with Ash Wednesday worship 
in our Sanctuary at 7:30.  Join others from your church family for a quiet service of reflection and 
prayer.  Those who find it meaningful will be able to have a mark of ashes placed on their foreheads 
as a sign of repentance and as a sign our mortality.  Let worship on Ash Wednesday help you begin 
an important and faithful Lenten season.

On Saturday, February 22, come to Brink Hall and hear Uncle Kent Busman tell favorite winter 
tales.  June Coryer, a soprano soloist in our church choir, brings her Old Timey Gospel Choir 
to supplement and enhance the stories.  This is a great event for people of all ages.  Bring your 
neighbors and friends.  It’s a nonthreatening way for them to come to church!  Kids are welcome to 
come in pajamas with pillows and quilts and snuggle down.  What can beat stories and homemade 
gospel music before bedtime?

Join Us For 
Stories and 
Music

Calling all Seniors!!  SOUPS ON!  To keep up the warmth of love and care for our elders this 
Valentines Season, we would like to invite you to a Valentines Luncheon.  Our Youth will prepare 
and serve a variety of soups and treats as we join in fellowship through the generations.   The 
Luncheon will be held on Sunday, February 9 at 12:15 in Brink Hall.  Youth in grades 3 through 
12 and some of their parents will be preparing the meal, serving, and adding to the life of party!  
We will serve a variety of soups, breads and rolls with some goodies baked by our very own youth 
group!  Be sure to sign up on the board next to Pastor Craig’s office so we know how much food to 
prepare!  See you there!

By the way, if you wonder if you’re a senior, you are!

Valentine 
Lunch Held 
For Seniors

As our children are learning how to be peacemakers in our world, they are also learning about 
others who reach out to those across the globe.  In Sunday School, we learned about our connection 
to Dick and Carolyn Otterness who are working for Peace in Hungary.  They are part of the RCA’s 
mission for a “transformed and transforming” world through “God’s restoring and healing love in 
all dimensions”.  Mr. and Mrs. Otterness are working with the Reformed Church of Hungary to 
aid the Roma population as they improve health care, decrease poverty levels, increase educational 
opportunities, counsel relationships and families, provide job readiness training, and share the 
importance of God. Our kids have decided to connect with Dick and Carolyn Otterness by writing 
them letters of encouragement and support.  We would like to send these letters before Spring, to 
let them know we are supporting their efforts for peace and doing our part here as well.  

Wouldn’t you like to add your own letter of thanks and peace? If you would like to send a letter of 
your own, here’s how!  We have a “mailbox” on our Prince of Peace bulletin board outside of the 
nursery.  Take some stationary, or use your own, write your letter, then drop it in the mailbox! 
Thank you for sharing in our efforts to be peacemakers in our community and around the world!!

Send Letters 
To Our 
Missionaries
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Thank You 
Notes From The
Congregation

Since we published the last issue of The Messenger we received the following thank-you notes 
and letters.  They are posted on the tack strip outside of Pastor Craig’s office.  Read and enjoy them 
there for yourselves.

• From Bob Hummer:
Many thanks to Kim Rosenberg for delivering a poinsettia to me.

• From Jerry and Norma Hamm:
We thank you for all the prayers, cards, visits, goodies, poinsettia and loving support this 
Christmas season.  We are so blessed to be a part of this wonderful church family.

• From Aileen Reinhart:
Many thanks for the poinsettia plant that Kathie Balser brought to me from the church a few 
days after Christmas.  I have enjoyed it very much and it is still beautiful.  I hope you all had a 
Merry Christmas and my best wishes to all for a happy, healthy New Year.

• From Blanche and Rev. Adrian Gray:
Thank you for the beautiful poinsettia plants for Adrian’s room.  I know how much he loves 
flowers.  Also thank you to the Sharing and Caring group for the many lovely poems and 
messages you send to us.  They are all read several times.

• From Nancy McNiven:
I want to profoundly thank you for hosting the celebration of my ministry at the Synod.  It 
was totally appropriate that the celebration was held at Scotia.  We have partnered in ministry 
for many years.  You have contributed much to our Synod; always eager to host an event and 
support us financially.  Many of you have offered your time and talents to our Synod.  We are 
richer because of it.  Jan and Craig and I have been friends for many years.  Now I call you 
friends and a second church home.  Thanks again for everything.

Our Mission of the Month for March is Bethesda House – a ministry to the homeless community of 
Schenectady County.  Bethesda House is committed to the principal of “Housing First.”  Housing 
First means that of all the many problems faced by homeless people such as unemployment, 
addiction, mental health, clothing or safety, the issue that needs addressing first in order to be 
successful at addressing the others is housing – having a stable, safe place to stay.  Bethesda House 
is located on State Street.  Volunteers are needed during the day.  Please call 374-7873.  

Designate your giving to Mission of the Month by using the month’s yellow envelope in your box 
of offering envelopes, or by writing Mission of the Month on the memo line of your check.  Please 
include your envelope number if you have one.  Thanks.

Bethesda 
House Is 
Mission Of 
The Month

Every week our bulletin lists the food most needed for the Scotia Food Pantry.  Below are the items 
for February.  Please place your donations in the container in the narthex or in the one outside Brink 
Hall.  What a great offering we would give if everyone brought the weekly item!

There is always a need for bags and for monetary donations.  Donations are used to purchase milk 
certificates and other items available at the Regional Food Bank for just 16 cents a pound.  Make 
out your check to the First Reformed Church of Scotia and put “Food Pantry” on the memo line.  
Here are this month’s food askings:
•  February      2:    Dry Mixes – potato/noodle •  February  16:   Canned Meat  
•  February      9:    Oatmeal   •  February  23:   Rice/crackers

Food Pantry 
Needs For 
February
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Join Us In
Celebration Of 
Pastors 20th 
Anniversary 

Spaghetti 
Dinner Is 
Coming Up

On March 2, 1994 Craig and Jan Luben Hoffman were called to serve as pastors of First Reformed 
Church of Scotia.  Later in the month on Saturday, March 26, Craig was installed as the pastor of 
our church.  That same day Jan Luben Hoffman was ordained as a Minister of Word and Sacrament 
and installed as the other pastor of our church.  For 20 years Jan and Craig have faithfully served 
our congregation and community.  Imagine the number of worship services they have led over 
the years in our sanctuary and in the community, not to mention the number of baptisms, Lord’s 
Suppers, funerals, and Consistory meetings they have presided over!  (I wonder if they have kept 
a list?  Let’s ask Craig.)

We are grateful for their dedication to our church community and want to say, “Well done good and 
faithful servants.” in a special way.  Your Consistory invites all to a special 10:00 worship service 
on Sunday, March 2, in our sanctuary.  It will be followed by a simple reception held in Brink Hall.  
Jan and Craig are aware of the celebration, but not the details!  They will not lead worship that day, 
but will be our honored guests.

So, mark your calendars and join the consistory on Sunday, March 2 to say thank you to Jan and 
Craig for their 20 years of service.

WOW! 25 years and counting!  SAVE THE DATE!!  Saturday, March 22 from 4:00 to 7:00.  
Mark your calendars for this 25th anniversary year of the Camp Fowler Spaghetti Dinner.  Don’t 
miss this great congregational event that raises scholarships for each youth we send to Camp 
Fowler in the summer.  We will be hearing from some campers in the next few weeks, to illustrate 
how important Fowler camp experience really is, from the voices of the campers themselves.  Our 
Fowler Spaghetti Dinner is a time of serving, fellowship and fun!  Be on the lookout for how you 
can be a part of this event and help send our youth to camp!

Starting this month, look for an article about our church’s Stephen Ministry in every issue of The 
Messenger.  We currently have eleven active Stephen Ministers: Bob Atwood, Al Carter, Phil Davis, 
Sheila Dort, Claudia Garrison, Betsey Homer, Bill Monaghan, Joyce Murray, Bobbie Nelson and 
Don Schermerhorn.  Nine other active members of our church have trained and served as Stephen 
Ministers but are currently on leave, and five other members of our church have been trained as 
Stephen Ministers in other congregations.

So what is Stephen Ministry?  Stephen Ministry is a program of one-on-one Christian care giving.  
Stephen Ministers are confessing members of our church who have gone through an extensive 
training program that prepares them to walk beside a hurting person going through a life crisis or 
hard time for as long as necessary.  Stephen Ministers are prepared to meet with a care receiver on 
a weekly basis to listen to, support, and pray with their care receivers.  Stephen ministers are not 
counselors, problem-solvers, errand-runners or casual visitors; they are people who focus on their 
care receivers’ needs, who give their undivided attention, and who keep their visits confidential.

Why Stephen Ministry?  Because our scriptures tell us to:
• Love one another as I have loved you (John 15:12)
• Bear one another’s burdens (Galatians 6:2)
• Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn (Romans 12:15)

Cheryl MacNeil is our Stephen Ministry Leader.  Call her, 382-8279, or call Pastors Craig or Jan 
Hoffman, 370-4751, to find out more about our Stephen Ministry.

What Is 
Stephen 
Ministry?
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Youth Group 
Changes 
Schedules

Youth Leader 
Accepts New 
Job

Youth Leader Kate Dulmes recently met with our Middle School and High School youth and 
families to follow up on our weekly meetings and the age breakout of our youth group.  It was 
agreed that weekly Sunday evening meetings are the best time to meet.  In February we will try a 
new schedule which allows our older and younger kids to have separate discussion times, allowing 
for more age-appropriate conversation.  We’ll meet as follows:

6:00 – 6:45 High School youth meet for discussion.  Middle School youth meet for a game 
or activity.

6:45 – 7:15 Both groups meet for announcements and to socialize.

7:15 – 8:00 Middle School youth meet for discussion; High Schoolers meet for a game or 
activity.

There may be weeks we’ll meet together, but this new format gives us a chance to go deeper in 
some of our discussions.  Topics will be the same for both groups.   Kate and Eric will lead the 
discussion portion of the time, but we need adults to help supervise the activities and games.   Kate 
will plan those, but please speak to her about helping out.

We’ll evaluate again after a couple of months and see how this works for everyone.  Families, not 
only those with youth group kids, but others, too, are invited to share their homes and faith with our 
young people.  How did you come to First Reformed Church of Scotia?  What difference does this 
church make in your life?  We’d love to get to know you better.   We’ll meet at the Rosenbergs on 
February 2 to wtch the first half of the Super Bowl together.  

The FROGs schedule will remain the same: meet the second Sunday of the month for a fun activity 
or service project.  This month we’ll serve at the Valentine’s Luncheon at 11:30 on the February 9.  
See the youth bulletin board to sign up and see details on what to bring!

We are so privileged to have hired Kate Dulmes as our Youth Leader this past fall.  Kate has 
enthusiastically begun working with our Middle School and Senior High kids, developing weekly 
meetings and regular outings, including meaningful conversations at families’ homes.  Kate has 
recently accepted a fulltime job.  Here is what she wrote to our youth and parents:

I have been offered and accepted a position as a Tech Editor over at KAPL, and will be starting 
within the next few months.  I’ll definitely be keeping up with youth group for the rest of the 
school year, however.  I’m not sure about after that, but I’ll continue to pray for guidance, and 
definitely appreciate your prayers as well!

This was NOT an easy decision, and I can’t tell you how many times I went back and forth on 
it over the past few months (yes, months: KAPL is slow, and I applied for the position before 
I was even offered the job here at FRCS!)  But after weighing the options, it became clear that 
this was the decision I needed to make.  The reasons were numerous, and if you’re curious, 
I would be more than happy to explain them to you.  But for what it’s worth, the main thing 
pulling me to decline the offer was your kids.  Getting to know them has been a huge, huge 
blessing, and I can only hope I’ve been able to affect them the way they’ve affected me.  I’m 
very glad that, as I wait for my security clearance, I can keep hanging out with them on Sunday 
nights!  Thank you so very much for your support and understanding.

The Christian Education Council affirms Kate’s decision and is working with her to support her.  
She does not have a definite start date.  We will know more as she begins working fulltime.  Please 
pray for Kate and Eric during this transition time.
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Caregivers 
Group Will Meet

Giving Is 
Down For 
January

Our Caregivers support group meets every month.  We next meet on Tuesday, February 4 at 11:30 
in Memorial Lounge.  Many people care for parents, grandchildren, neighbors and others in a 
variety of ways.  Pastor Jan leads this time for support, for laughter and for an opportunity to talk 
honestly about what’s going on.  This small non-threatening group makes a difference in people’s 
lives.  Come see what we’re about.  Speak to one of the pastors if you’d like to know more. 

We report our monthly worship attendance to encourage you to faithfully gather on the Lord’s 
Day, and invite others to join you.

 2014 2013
January week #1 207 219
January week #2 259 195
January week #3 240 237
January week #4   201 239

January Average 227 223 

YTD Average 227 223

Attendance For 
January Given

Each month we report our giving.  Here’s how we gave in January and throughout the year.  

GIVING 2014 2013 Change % Change
January $21,267 $24,724 $3,457 (14%)

Total for the Year  $21,267 $24,724 $3,457 (14%)

Ever been to Camp Fowler in the wintertime, gone snowshoe hiking or Polar Bear swimming in the 
snow?  Young people in Grades 6 – 12 can go to the fifth annual winter camp over school break, 
Sunday dinner through Tuesday lunch, February 16-18, and stay in Chi Rho House.  Returning 
summer staff and volunteers lead recreation, familiar songs and program to get you in the mood 
for summer camp.  The cost is $125.  Register on-line at campfowler.org/winter-camp.  Your 
registration is complete when you mail in the check and the required permission slip.  Let Pastor 
Jan know if you’re going, we’d like to let others know so you can carpool!  

Youth Can Go 
To Fowler For 
Winter Camp
Session

Registration for Camp Fowler in Speculator, NY is open online at campfowler.org.  Our church 
will again offer $125 scholarships to the youth of our congregation toward their camp registration.  
Please make sure that you let Pastor Jan know when you have registered so we can award your 
scholarship!  Since registration is through the Fowler office and not our church, we don’t know that 
you’ve registered unless you tell us.  Email Jan at frcsjhoffman@verizon.net.

Camp Fowler needs adult volunteer cabin counselors, kitchen, and maintenance workers. Go online 
to the Fowler website and hear Aunt Tee Munson talk about why she loves Camp!  Ed and Kim 
Rosenberg have already signed up to be cabin counselors.  Pastors need to send recommendations 
if you volunteer – let either Pastor Craig or Pastor Jan know.

We raise Fowler scholarship money through our annual Spaghetti Dinner.  This year it’s on Saturday, 
March 22.  Read about it elsewhere in this issue of The Messenger.  Plan now to help, by serving, 
buying tickets, or baking cakes for the cake auction.  We need to raise at least $3,000.  Join us for 
this good time and worthy cause.  

Fowler Seeks 
Volunteers
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Answers To 
The Pastor’s 
Letter

Here are the answers to the questions in the 
Pastor’s Letter.

1. Friday

2. The Islamic holy month

3. Zeus

4. Buddhism

5. Hinduism

6. Someone who does not believe . . .

7. Someone who is unsure . . .

8. Bethlehem

9. After 1800

10. The Americas

11. They become the body and blood of Christ

12. Only Protestants

13. Do unto others . . . 

14. Job

15. Moses

16. Abraham

17. Catholic

18. Buddhist

19. Mormon

20. Jewish

21. The government shall neither establish . . .

22. No

23. Hinduism

24. Yes

25. Yes

26. Islam

27. Islam

28. Martin Luther

29. Jonathan Edwards

30. The Qur’an

31. Genesis

32. Matthew, Mark, Luke, John

Our church has a number of people who serve the larger Reformed Church in America.

Regional Synod of Albany

• Kent Busman is the Director of our Fowler Camp and Retreat Center

• Richard Doyle is a member of the Albany Synod Executive Committee.

• Betsey Homer and Judd Hoffman are members of the Fowler Program Committee.

• Trudi Thun is the Administrative Assistant for Albany Synod

• Dave Walsh is a member of the Fowler Board of Trustees.

General Synod of the Reformed Church in America

• Diane Faubion is the President of the Board of Directors of the Reformed Church in 
America’s Church Building Fund.

• Dave Walsh is a member of the General Synod’s Nominating Committee.

Classis of Schenectady

• Jan Hoffman is a member of the Schenectady Classis Church Search Supervision 
Committee.  

• Craig Hoffman is a member of the Schenectady Classis Ministry Oversight 2 Committee.  
In November he was also appointed a member of the Committee of Management of the 
Woodlawn Reformed Church whose consistory asked the classis to supersede it.

• Karl Griffith has just finished serving on the Committee of Management for the Trinity 
Reformed Church.  The church has recently been able to reconstitute its consistory.

Our Members 
Serve The 
Larger RCA



9

Here’s What’s 
Happening In 
Sunday School

Children’s 
Offering 
Envelopes 
Available

Sunday school for our 3rd through 8th graders follows a rotation model in which learners go to 
different stations in which they explore our faith in different ways.  Here’s a bit about what they’re 
doing.

Our current rotation: Peace Be With You.  “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called 
children of God” Matthew 5:9.  Rotation students have been exploring Jesus as The Prince Of 
Peace this January.  Here’s a few ways they have been sharing peace as Jesus taught us: 
• Writing letters to Dick and Carolyn Otterness, missionaries in Hungary
• Hearing about stories of peace efforts, including Sadako Sasaki and the 1000 cranes
• Exploring music as a vehicle for peace
• Creating peace doves, cranes and hearts to share with our congregation
• Making peace-maker / good deed coupons and finding ways to share peace in our community

You can add to the Prince of Peace bulletin board with ways you are a peacemaker in our world 
today!

Our next rotation: All You Need Is Love is based on“Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and all your soul and all your mind. Love your neighbor as yourself” Matthew 22:37 and 39.  Here 
is what our kids will look forward to over the next few week:
• Creating “Serving Your Neighbor” offering plates to be used in an upcoming worship service
• Exploring the power of prayer and creating prayer chains
• Dancing their way through the Doxology
• Feasting at “God’s Restaurant” and sharing ways to help our neighbors get what they need
• Learning the parts of a worship service and how it connects to them
• Participation in “Angel  Service” a good deeds program

As always, if you would like to volunteer to lead or shepherd (help out) in any Sunday School 
classroom, please see CCL Kristin Bodden or Pastor Jan! 

We offer our Sunday school children and youth their own special boxes of offering envelopes as 
a way to encourage regular giving.  Sunday school students select a mission to support with their 
giving each term of Sunday school.   Parents: these boxes of offering envelopes are an opportunity 
for you to teach your child the discipline of systematically giving to their church.  Envelopes are 
assigned to each child who requested them and can be picked up for your child on the table outside 
the church office.  Please speak with your child’s teacher or Coordinator of Christian Living Kristin 
Bodden, if you’d like a box of these envelopes.

“Eden to Everlasting” is the name of the quilted wall hanging that our own Lee Poremba designed 
and quilted for our church.  Find it displayed to the right of the fireplace in Memorial Lounge.  Each 
panel on the quilt has a symbolic meaning.  Lee is preparing a key for us.  Until then, see if you 
can guess each panel’s meaning.  A big Thank You to Lee for her creativity and for her gift to her 
church.  Says Lee, “It was a labor of love,” and we love her for it.

Lee Poremba 
Donates Quilt 
For Our Church



Our new 2013 consistory met for the first time on Monday, January 13 to organize itself for the 
coming year.

This year’s officers are:
• Craig Hoffman, President
• Jan Hoffman, Vice-President
• Diane Faubion, Elder Vice-President
• Pam Walsh, Clerk
• Chris Bodden and Mike Carpenter, other Executive Committee members. 

Councils assist our consistory in planning and organizing the ministries and activities of our church.  
Membership on one of our councils is open to anyone who is part of our worshipping community 
-- church member and friend alike.  Unlike the consistory whose members are called and elected, 
council members can volunteer for consistory appointment.  Are you interested in serving on one 
of our councils?  Speak to Pastors Craig or Jan Hoffman.  They’ll tell you more. 

This year our consistory is making some significant changes to its structure.  For example, the 
consistory itself will do much of the work of our Worship Council, and more consistory members 
will serve on our Congregational Care Council.

Here are this year’s council leaders:
• Administration Council: Diane Faubion and Don Schermerhorn
• Buildings & Grounds Council: Karl Griffith and John Pierce Jr.
• Christian Education Council: Mike Carpenter and David Schalekamp
• Congregational Care Council: Russ Garrison, Bill Monaghan, Beth Vaccaro, and Pam 

Walsh
• Missions Council: Chris Bodden
• Worship Council: Pete Lewis

Have you even wondered what your consistory does?  The most recently approved consistory 
minutes are always posted on the bulletin board outside of the pastors' offices.  If you ever have 
any questions about what you read, simply ask either of your pastors or any other member of your 
consistory.  Their names are printed regularly in the bulletin and are part of the posted minutes.  

Consistory 
Members 
Get New 
Assignments
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So many people do so much for our congregation, and we thank them all for it.  This month we 
especially give a shout out to:
• Joe and Cathy Deamer who delivered the food donations to the Scotia Food Pantry.

Shout-Out 
Listed For 
January

Here are some milestones in the lives of people in our congregation since the last issue of The 
Messenger.

Congratulations:
• To Kurt Ahnert on his January 17 retirement from KAPL after 34 years of service.  Kurt and 

Donna are celebrating for a while in Florida.

Here Are 
Milestones In 
The Lives 
Of The 
Congregation
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Can educators recognize a student’s risk of dropping out as early as first grade?  Yes.  There are 
studies that identify risk factors present at the very beginning of a child’s school career, factors 
some of the 5 year olds, the youngest of the children in our Kids Hope USA program, already 
exhibit.

Some students identified for Kids Hope USA by Sacandaga faculty and social worker Karen 
Krichbaum already show some early warning signs that put these student at risk of dropping out 
in the future.  These risks include:
• Chronic absenteeism, defined as missing 10% of school days or more.
• Subtle behavior clues, such as notations on a report card of incomplete homework or class 

work.
• Disliking going to school.
• Being held back a grade.  (The National High School Center reports that 64% of students who 

repeated a grade in elementary school eventually dropped out.)

Based on teacher and principal feedback, we know that one consistent hour of Kids Hope mentoring 
each week has proven highly effective towards minimizing the risk factors listed above.  One of the 
most significant outcomes of Kids Hope USA has been a change in student attitude about coming 
to school and learning: students who wouldn’t open a book now sit and read chapter books with 
their mentor on a regular basis.  Sacandaga students who are not in Kids Hope USA ask how they 
can have a Kids Hope mentor.  Other students view the Kids Hope group as a fortunate bunch.  

 “Students who identify with any sort of group in their school community are more likely to 
have the peer and familial support to stick with school, even with academic and/or personal risk 
factors.”  The mentors from our church have made a commitment through this ministry to keep 
children connected to their school and on a path towards graduation.

Want to know more?  See Tee Munson, Director of Kids Hope USA for our congregation, or email 
her at frcstmunson@verizon.net.

Here’s The 
Latest From 
Kids Hope

Our consistory has set the following Missions of the Month for the rest of 2014.
February: Bethesda House
March: Things of my Very Own (tomvo)
April: Schenectady Home Furnishings
May: Fowler Ministries Board
June: Schenectady Inner City Ministries
July: Habitat for Humanity
August: Fowler Ministries Board
September: Samaritan Counseling Center Care Fund
October: Schenectady City Mission
November: Regional Area Food Bank
December: Salvation Army
January 2015: Deacons’ Fund

Here Are Our 
Missions Of 
The Month For 
2014



Room Code

ML – Memorial Lounge
BH – Brink Hall
LH – Lakehill Room
OF – Church Office
BR – Bell Room
S – Sanctuary
RM1 – Room 1
RM8 – Room 8
RM9 – Room 9
K -- Kitchen

Sunday, February 2
8:00 Worship –S
9:15 Youth Music Group --RM8
10:00 Worship –S
10:30 Sunday School --classrooms
11:15 Coffee Hour –BH
11:15 Te Deum Bells - BR
6:00 Youth Group at the 
Rosenberg’s

Monday, February 3
7:15  Administration Council-- ML

Tuesday,  February 4
11:30  Care Givers -- ML
7:00  Scotia Reformed Home Bu-
reau -- RM 1

Wednesday, February 5
6:30  Listening for God -- LH
12:15  Listening for God -- LH

Thursday, February 6
9:00 Morning Bells -- BR
7:00 J. Westervelt’s 4-H -- RM 1
7:15 Sanctuary Choir -- S

Sunday, February 9
8:00 Worship –S
9:15 Youth Music Group -- RM8
10:00 Worship –S
10:30 Sunday School --classrooms
11:15 Coffee Hour -- BH
11:15  Te Deum Bells -- BR
12:00 Seniors Valentine Lunch--
BH
6:00 Youth Group at Kate & Eric 
Dulmes’s

Monday, February 10
7:15  Consistory-- ML

Tuesday, February 11
7:15  Stephen Ministry -- ML

Wednesday, February 12
6:30  Listening for God -- LH
12:15  Listening for God -- LH

Thursday, February 13
9:00 Morning Bells -- BR
7:15  Sanctuary Choir -- S

Sunday, February 16
8:00  Worship –S
9:15  Youth Music Group -- RM8
10:00  Worship –S
10:30  Sunday School --classrooms
11:15  Coffee Hour –BH
11:15  Te Deum Bells  -- BR
6:00  Youth Group -- RM 12

Monday, February 17
* Offices Closed - President’s Day

Wednesday, February 19
6:30  Listening for God -- LH
12:15  Listening for God -- LH
1:30 Sharing and Caring -- ML

Thursday, February 20
9:00 Morning Bells -- BR
7:00 Jennifer Westervelt’s 4-H -- 
RM1
7:15  Sanctuary Choir -- S

Saturday, February 22
6:30  Storytelling and Old Timey 
Gospel Group -- BH

Sunday, February 23
8:00 Worship –S
9:15 Youth Music Group -- RM8
10:00 Worship –S
10:30 Sunday School --classrooms
11:15 Coffee Hour -- BH
11:15  Te Deum Bells -- BR
** Confirmatio Class
6:30 Youth Group -- R< 12

Monday, February 24
7:15  Congregational Care Council 
--LH

Wednesday, February 26
6:30  Listening for God -- LH
12:15  Listening for God -- LH

Thursday, February 27
9:00 Morning Bells -- BR
7:15 Sanctuary Choir -- S

February 2014 Calendar
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March Birthdays 

March Anniversaries 

Dick and Carol Haight 15
Jack and Carol Arnold 20
Jay and Judy Harlow 27
Edward and Kim Rosenberg 28
Bob and Nancy Konczeski 29
Dennis and Sheryl Pelkey 30

Helen Eidens 1
Emily Griffith 2
Bruce Greeley 3
Joya Clark 5
Chic Gilgore 5
Anne Fetter 7
Kevin Crowley 8
Betty Ehrcke 9
Michael Kilgallen 9
Bob King 9
Dave Murray 9
Ken Willcox III 9
Joan Adam l0
Melanie Buff 10
Georgia  Grant 11
Beth Worthley 11
John Hoffman 12
Megan Atchley 13
Kristin Libby 13

Ryan Makrin 13
Tom Pirigyi 15
Anneliese Conley 16
Jae Schalekamp 16
Jaiden Shults 16
Wayne Penn 17
Stan Beran 18
Bill Foos 19
Beverly Canfield 23
Kate Dulmes 23
Val Morehouse 24
Nancy Passer 24
Stephanie Crisci 25
Megan Carpenter 25
Dick Hoskinson 25
Brad Day 26
Jeff Taft 26
Duane VanPatten, Sr. 26
Kristen Shave 30
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