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 From the desk of Pastor Scott: 

 I read awhile back a fascinating book written in 1906 entitled "New 

Life in the Old Prayer-Meeting" by John Cowan. Since revitalizing the 

prayer-meeting is of great importance to the health of any church, I 

have been enriched by some of Cowan's keen insights. Here is one 

on the need for more Bible in the prayer-meeting: 

A prayer-meeting 

with too much  

topic and not 
enough Bible is like 

a farm on which 
someone should 
try to substitute 
moonlight for sun-
light. Moonlight is 
good for skating, 

and drives, and walks, but for raising corn and wheat, and for all the 
vital processes of life moonlight would be a poor substitute for sun-
light. Let us have the sunlight first in our prayer-meetings, and after 
we have got God's thought then it is time enough to have men's 
thoughts on God's thoughts. This is an age in which we are using too 
much peptonized [pre-digested] spiritual food: too many of us are get-
ting our knowledge of the Bible at second hand, through books of  

daily devotions, through Sunday-school lessons, and the 

"meditations" of others in published form. We need to get more of the 
Bible at first hands, and less of men's thoughts on God's thoughts; 
meditate ourselves, be devout without a model. There is too much of 
the canning factory in our modern religious life, and not enough of the 
garden and farm. 

Cowan’s words of wisdom apply of course, not only to prayer meet-
ings, but also to all aspects of our spiritual and devotional lives. We 
are all guilty of getting our guidance second-hand. As we begin a new 
season in the life of the Church, let us recommit ourselves to digging 
into God’s Word for ourselves without first turning to devotionals, 
books or our favorite preachers. Purpose to set aside time each day  
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Cont’d from pg. 1: 

to open the Word without distraction or distilled thoughts. Meditate upon the Scriptures. 
Let God speak before man.  

“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there but water  

the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the  

eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty,  

but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I 
sent it.”  
                                                                                                                (Isaiah 55:10-11)  
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   30   Robert Nichols 

September 

Monday, September 3rd  

 Tuesday, September 11 

Essex (county) Remembers 

A ceremony commemorating the  

anniversary of the tragedy of 9/11 

 8 A.M.  At  Eagle Rock  

 Reservation Memorial 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Remembrance 



    Tuesday, September 18 

Our Tuesday evening Prayer Time will resume  
meeting each week at 7:00 pm in the Ivory Room to  
pray  for our country, our church and the needs 
brought before the church.  

                                  Sunday, Sept. 23   12:00 noon  

 Adult Bible Study resumes meeting in Fellowship Hall  

      Monday, Sept. 17                

            7:00 PM            

Eveready Ladies Meeting          

        Fellowship Hall  

See this epic Bible story come to life in 
movie theaters for two days only: Thursday, 
Sept. 13 at 6:30 pm and Saturday, the 15th 
at 12:55 pm. 
  AMC Wayne 14    

 
 AMC Clifton Commons 16    

 
 AMC Garden State 16    

 

For other theaters, click here. 

 

67 Willowbrook Boulevard, Wayne, NJ 

405 Rt. 3 East, Clifton, NJ 07014 

1 Garden State Plaza, (Rt 4 &17) Paramus, NJ 

 

"I loved autumn, the season of the year that God seemed to have put 

there just for the beauty of it."                                         Lee Maynard 

https://www.fathomevents.com/theater/wayne-14-480
https://www.fathomevents.com/theater/clifton-commons-16-358
https://www.fathomevents.com/theater/garden-state-16-757
https://mosesevent.com/


     Operation Christmas Child 

            UPDATE  

                       We still need: 

 School Supplies:     Hygiene Products: 

      Crayons (6 boxes of 24)       Combs/Brushes 
      Scissors for children (30) 
      Coloring books for small children 

   Fun Stuff                
 Some fun items we have included in the past:  small stuffed animals, hand held 
games, balls (we have 11), jump ropes, small Slinky’s, baseball-type caps, toy 
cars/trucks, girls’ headbands, bracelets, pocketbooks, sunglasses, yoyo’s.  

 There are 3 age groups and we are filling 10 shoeboxes for each age group:   
      2-4 yrs. – 5 each girls & boys shoeboxes,         5-9 yrs.- 5 each girls & boys                                                                                   

10-14 yrs.- 5 each girls & boys                               

         IMPORTANT!!!              

NO LIQUIDS OF ANY KIND (no Elmers Glue, liquid soap, etc.)         
We can no longer include toothpaste or candy of any kind.          

 ITEMS MUST BE SMALL ENOUGH TO FIT IN A SHOEBOX  WITH ALL THE OTHER ITEMS           
Also remember we pay Samaritans Purse for shipping each box (this year $9.00 ea.)          

God has blessed...  

Thanks to our early shoppers and many items left from last year, we already have enough 

notebooks, pencils, pens, soap, washclothes, gluesticks, pencil cases, rulers. 

Also, the shoeboxes in which to pack our items. 

 Our church has supported Phil and Shirley DeCicco for many 

years, the last  few years working for Global Gates.  They have 

met with the leadership of GG to discuss how they were doing 

personally and a plan for moving forward. 

“As someone who has been in full-time ministry for over three decades, almost all of 

my adult life, I believe it is not uncommon to wrestle with my identity — who I am as a 

child of God apart from what I do.  Over the last year I have been aware of this issue, 

and so have also sensed the Lord may be leading us to disengage from ministry for a 

season.”  (Phil) 

The DeCiccos met with their leadership and reached this decision jointly through their 

initiative, counsel and prayer.  So the DeCicco’s have taken a leave of absence. After 

1 year they will report to GG on how they are doing and their next steps.  At that time 

we will also know if they will need support. 



     . . . Running an inner city Mission is not without its stress, and stress 

has forced this decision.  Mike has decided that to protect his health, he 

will retire and seek some of the rest that he has missed over the past 40 

yrs.  His wife. Joan, supports this decision, of course but will continue to 

help with bookkeeping as she has done for a long time. 

We praise God for Mike’s nearly 38 yrs. guiding the Mission!  His program, put in place to direct 

men to a higher understanding of God’s plan of salvation for them, has helped Mission men gain 

back the freedom that they’d previously yielded to sin.  It has helped thousands of men over the 

decades to live fuller, happier, and (ultimately) victorious lives! 

We are happy to have Pastor Donnie Walton as Chaplain at the mission.  He is well equipped to 

handle mission procedures and has been named Interim Director.  The remainder of the staff is 

still in place, so we anticipate a smooth changeover. 

We ask that  you please remember the Mission in your prayers and giving, especially in the com-

ing transitional months.  Without you, God’s feet on the ground...this gospel effort in Paterson 

will not happen.  Just as Pastor Mike’s efforts over the years have helped so many men, so too 

does your generosity.  Thanks so much for continuing to partner with the Lord’s work at the 

GSM.  On behalf of the Board, 

Charles Schmidt, Chairman               Keith Parry, Vice Chairman 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
. . . There have been many who have encouraged me through the years and had faith 
in my leadership, and I deeply appreciate all that you have done for Joan and me.  I 
hope you understand that I know better than anyone that we celebrate my depar-
ture recognizing not so much what I have done for the Mission, but what the Lord 
has done for me.  I have had the good fortune of having spiritual fathers … and the 
other board members that have had a Godly influence on my life.  I have been 
healed, saved, trained for ministry and met my wife of 30 yrs. while at the mission.  
I have watched the ministry grow in every manner and have witnessed God save, and 
transform the lives of men for the past 39 yrs.  The best way I can thank the Lord 
in my leaving is to thank you for your faithfulness and support. 

Mike Viera 

Pastor Mike Viera has retired from his Directorship of GSM. Below are excerpts from a 

letter and a Mission Minute explaining the change.  You can read the full letter 

and Mission Minute on the Missions Bulletin board in  Fellowship Hall. 

Bulletin Bloopers 

The peacemaking meeting scheduled for today has been canceled due to a conflict.  

"Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chance to get rid of those things not worth keep-

ing around the house. Don't forget your husbands."   


